Chugach Sheep Draw Hunts

Sheep Work Group Presentation






Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently:
Sheep drawing permit hunts in Units 13D and 14A with seasons that occur from August 10–September 20.

The drawing permit hunts in Unit 14A are divided into 3 hunt areas to distribute harvest and hunting pressure (DS170–DS295).  These hunts have an any–ram bag limit with 10% of the drawing permits allocated to nonresident hunters. 

The Taz West hunt area (DS160 and DS260) includes the western portion of Unit 13D from the Tazlina Glacier, Tazlina Lake, and the western shore of Mendelta Creek to the Unit 14A boundary. The bag limit is any ram with 20% of the drawing permits allocated to nonresident hunters.

The Taz East hunt area (DS165 and DS265) includes the eastern portion of 13D from the Richardson Highway to the boundary of Taz West. These hunts have a full-curl bag limit with 20% of the permits allocated to nonresident hunters.

The remainder of both units are managed with a full–curl bag limit and do not require a drawing permit. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
After the any ram drawing hunts were implemented in Unit 14A, sheep harvest decreased from an average of 24 rams (2000–2007) to 13 rams (2008–2015) 

The reduced harvest was a direct result of limiting the number of hunters that could participate in the hunt under the new draw permit system but this has been increasing as the number of draw permits have increased.

The current level of harvest is sustainable and has not had a negative impact on the sheep population. 

2008-2010: 40 permits   
2011-2012: 50 permits   
2013-2015: 75 permits   

This is down from an average of 109 hunters (prior to 2008)  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
By going to drawing hunt in 14A Chugach, crowding has been reduced. The average number of hunters in the field was 109 from 2000 thru 2007, and 37 from 2008 thru 2015.


After going to an “any ram” draw the number of hunters was limited by the number of permits issued. 


And the number of hunters that do utilize the permits has averaged 66%
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hunter success increased from 23% to 37% after the drawing permit hunt was implemented. 


2008-2010: 40 permits  36% success

2011-2012: 50 permits  32% success

2013-2015: 75 permits  41% success
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

Average age of Dall sheep harvested was higher under full curl which is to be expected due to the age and length restrictions.
 
After the any ram drawing hunts were implemented in Unit 14A, the average age of sheep is down from 8.5 years to 6.9 but appears to be increasing.

The horn size of sheep harvested also decreased from an average of 36 inches to 32 inches during the same periods. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
After going to any ram draw Unit 13D, the Taz West sheep harvest decreased from an 18 rams (2000–2007) to 4 rams (2008–2015) and 28 rams (2000–2007) to 10 rams (2008–2015) in Taz East.


This reduced harvest is a direct result of limiting the number of hunters that could participate in the hunt under the new draw permit system. 


The current level of harvest is sustainable and has not had a negative impact on the sheep population.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
13D Taz West Avg hunters = 53 pre-draw
13D Taz East Avg Hunters = 87 pre-draw

Since going to draw the average number of hunters in 13D Taz West Avg hunters has varied due to numbers of draw permits issued:

2008-2011: 10 permits     65% participation

2012: 12 permits       92% participation

2013/2014:  16 permits    75% participation

2015: 12 permits     58% participation
The number of permits issued has also varied in 13D Taz East but participation has been consistent:

2008-2011: 41 permits     64% participation

2012 & 2013: 50 permits    62% participation

2013 thru 2015:  25 permits    58% participation
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

Hunter success increased in both draw areas from 33% to 43% after the drawing permit hunt was implemented. Wild fluctuations in the success rate are a reflection of the small number of permits given out.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The average age of sheep taken in 13D went from 8.6 years old from 2000 thru 2007, to 8.2 years old from 2008 thru 2015 for both hunts combined, or 7.8 for the any ram area and 8.4 for the full curl area. 

The horn size of sheep harvested also increased from an average of 37 inches to 38 inches during the same periods. 
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