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Mulchatna Caribou Herd  
2025 January Board of Game Update 

 

• Public SDA Program 

• Department Predation Control  Program

• S&I update
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Total Removal
In Units 9B, 17B&C, 

18*, & 19B

Total Removal
Control Area

Non-SDA 
HarvestSDA Removal

SDA 
Participants

SDA 
Permitted 

Pilots
RYPeriod

1027766114332011Year 1

35171701312012Year 2

26191901282013Year 3

60000332014Year 4

27252500272015Year 5
6756533172016Year 6
867040308182017Year 7

292312114332018Year 8

827648102312019Year 9

10452242814302020Year 10

19121022252021Year 11

60a3712257192022cYear 12

45b3918134262023cYear 13
a Department removal in RY2022 included 5 wolves
b Department removal in RY2023 included 14 wolves
cUnit 18 was added to MCH IM Plan in RY2022 
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2024 Predator Removals from WMCH Calving Grounds

Brown Bears Wolves
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2024 WMCH Neonate Calf Captures by Date and Sex

Unk Females Males

7

8



RC 4 Tab 4.2

5

9

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2011 2012 2013 2014 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2024

Ca
lf 

Su
rv

iv
al

Regulatory Year

Mulchatna Calf Survival to Two Weeks  

East West

10

3

1

13

4

2024 WMCH Calf Causes of Mortality

Predation Drown Failure Abandoned Unk

n = 12

9

10



RC 4 Tab 4.2

6

11

11

1

3

2

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

May June July August September October

N
o.

 o
f C

al
f  

M
or

ta
lit

ie
s

Month

Chronology of Marked Calf Mortality
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• Survey conducted in October

• Limited age and sex segregation

• Sample >30% of population estimate

• Use collared caribou to increase random detections

• Results in demographic data (cows, calves, and bulls)
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 Late June – early July

 Utilizes adult radio collars to track aggregations

 Survey accuracy depends on:
• Number collars caribou available
• Number collared caribou found
• Number collared caribou per group
• Number animals within a group
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Population Objective:
30,000 – 80,000
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2025 MCH IM Plans
 Public SDA December 1–April 30
 Department Removal

• Early Period:  March - April (10 days)
o Wolves

• Primary Period: May – June  
(Peak Parturition: Mid-May )
o Brown and Black bears, wolves
o >50 neonate radio collars 
o Hides, skulls, and meat salvaged

22

MCH Future Monitoring Efforts
 Continued Research efforts

• Nutritional condition, reproduction, & disease

 Calf Mortality Study (2025)

 Overwinter Survival of 5m.o. calves
EMCH (n=28)  WMCH (n=32)

 Continue known-age captures

 Annual Population and Composition Surveys
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Questions?
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