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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

Nick Fowler, PhD – Area Biologist (Soldotna)
Jason Herreman, MSc – Assistant Area Biologist (Homer)

Jacob Pelham – Wildlife Biologist I (Soldotna)
Sarah Newberry – Wildlife Technician III (Soldotna)
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• ADFG Offices in Soldotna & Homer, 
Moose Research Center

• ~ 60,000 full-time residents
• Summer tourists reportedly > 500,000 

annually

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

• ~8,400 mi2
• 71% federal
• 29% State/Borough/Private/Native
• Kenai NWR, Chugach NF, Kenai Fjords NP

• 6 advisory committees
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• ‘Alaska’s Playground’ • ‘A microcosm of Alaska’
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• ‘Alaska’s Playground’ • ‘A microcosm of Alaska’
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USFS

• ‘Alaska’s Playground’ • ‘A microcosm of Alaska’
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• ‘Alaska’s Playground’ • ‘A microcosm of Alaska’
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http://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/IOTD/view.php?
id=83732
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•Harvest summaries

•Research 

•Human-wildlife interactions

•Outreach and education
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MOUNTAIN GOAT

• Regulations
• Draw / permits / late season permits

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

Early / Draw Late / Registration
Total

Harvest Permits Issued Harvest Permits Issued

2016/17 77 362 15 112 92

2017/18 82 392 10 65 92

2018/19 108 418 2 52 110

2019/20 88 411 2 32 90

2020/21 98 393 2 20 100

2021/22 86 338 12 87 98

2022/23 72 332 5 73 86
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MOUNTAIN GOAT
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SHEEP
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Sheep population size trend and harvest in GMUs 7&15 
1968 - 2021

Population  Trend Total Harvest
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BLACK BEAR

• Regulation summary
• No closed season
• 3 bear limit
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BROWN BEAR

• 2015 Board Findings
• Mortality cap adjusted to 8–12 adult females or 50–60 

total human caused bear mortalities on a 3-year running 
average by calendar year
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BROWN BEAR

• 2015 Board Findings
• Mortality cap adjusted to 8–12 adult females or 50–60 

total human caused bear mortalities on a 3-year running 
average by calendar year
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MOOSE

• Regulations
• Antler Restrictions
• Sublegal rate ~%10
• 6 any bull hunts
• DM549 cow hunt
• 1 Tier II sub. hunt
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MOOSE

• Moose population outlook
• Unit 07

• Large unit, likely increasing in proximity to Swan Lake Fire, 
elsewhere unlikely to change without landscape level change

• Subunit 15A 
• Abundance likely increasing proximity to Swan Lake Fire
• Unlikely to change with landscape level change in most of the 

Subunit

• Subunit 15B
• Likely increasing in response to wildfire

• Subunit 15C
• Likely increasing to stable 
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CARIBOU
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FURBEARERS
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Wolves

ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
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Months in Regulatory Sequence

Total Reported harvest 2017–2021 = 155 wolves.
Proportion of harvest by month indicated by %.

 Moose Intensive Management Research

 Moose Response to Fire Study

 Brown Bear Demography Study

 Kenai Wolf Research

 Bull Moose Study
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Age

GeneticsNutrition
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Sealed antler photos (n = 224)
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Aerial 
photograph
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 Ongoing research

 Secondary sexually selected characteristic

 Survival > breeding

 Interplay of factors

 Responds on the average
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 > 1000 Wildlife Incidents Reported through the online system 
alone in 2020-2023

 75% related to moose
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 Kenai Trappers Association
 North American Versatile Hunting Dogs Assn. 
 Trap Safety for Pet Owners Workshops
 Russian River Interagency Meetings
 KNWR Trappers Orientation
 Electric Fence Demonstrations
 Safari Club International
 Local media (KDLL, Peninsula Clarion, Homer 

News, Seward Journal, KSRM)
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 Kenai Peninsula College, Kachemak Bay Campus
 Kenai River Guide Association
 Troop 555 Boy Scouts of America
 Local school groups
 Kachemak Bay State Park
 Homer Soil and Water Conservation District
 Educational permits
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