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Extend the hunting season for muskox in GMU 
18, Nelson Island 

Department Proposal

Recommendation: Support

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (11-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0) 1

2

1

2



RC 4 Tab 4.2

2

3843 mi2/2183 km

4

Units and Bag Limits 
Resident 
Open Season

Nonresident 
Open Season 

Unit 18, Nelson Island
1 muskox by registration 
permit only

Feb. 1-Mar.31 [Mar. 25] Feb. 1-Mar.31 [Mar. 25] 

3

4



RC 4 Tab 4.2

3

214 198
169

217 233
265 293 297

233

306 293
327 318

374

541 561

761

979
944

795
755

444
380

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200
19

92
19

93
19

94
19

95
19

96
19

97
19

98
19

99
20

00
20

01
20

02
20

03
20

04
20

07
20

09
20

10
20

12
20

14
20

15
20

16
20

17
20

18
20

19

Pe
rc

en
t H

ar
ve

st

M
us

ko
x 

po
pu

la
tio

n

Year

Upper Management Objective =450

Lower Management Objective =250

Nelson Island Muskox Population And Harvest Rates

% Harvest

5

6

20
30 25 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30 30

20 20
30 30 36 39 38 38

30
42 39 42 42 42 42 42

300

275

155

274

49

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

19
81

19
83

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

20
09

20
11

20
13

20
15

20
17

P
er

m
it

s 
Is

su
ed

Regulatory Year

Nelson Island Registration Permits

RX071 Cow Permits Issued

RX070 Bull Permits Issued

5

6



RC 4 Tab 4.2

4

7

20
27 25 23

30
24

30 30 29 31
25

32 30 27
17 20

30 29 33 36 38
28 28

40 35 36 37 35 36 38

225
216

131

192

37

0

50

100

150

200

250
19

81

19
83

19
85

19
87

19
89

19
91

19
93

19
95

19
97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

20
09

20
11

20
13

20
15

20
17

N
um

be
r 

H
ar

ve
st

ed

Regulatory Year

Nelson Island Harvest

Cow RX071 Harvest

Bull RX070 Harvest

Extend the hunting season for muskox in GMU 
18, Nelson Island 

Department Proposal

Recommendation: Support

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (11-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0) 8
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Extend the hunting season for muskox in GMU 
18, Nunivak Island 

Department Proposal

Recommendation: Support

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (11-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0) 9
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12

Units and Bag Limits
Resident
Open Season

Nonresident                                 
Open Season

Unit 18, Nunivak Island

1 bull by drawing permit only; 
Up to 110 permits may be 
issued; or 1 muskox by 
registration
permit only

Aug. 1 [Sept. 1]-Sept. 30 Aug. 1 [Sept. 1]-Sept. 30

Jan. 15 [Feb. 1] – March 31 [15] Jan. 15 [Feb. 1] – March 31 [15]
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Muskox Harvest on Nunivak Island

Total Cow

Total Bull

Extend the hunting season for muskox in GMU 
18, Nunivak Island 

Department Proposal

Recommendation: Support

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (11-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0) 20
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Add muskox to the list of species that can be 
taken under a cultural education program 

permit in GMU 18, Nunivak Island 

Public Proposal

Recommendation: Neutral

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support and Amend (8-0) 
Central Bering Sea AC Support and Amend (11-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support and Amend (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support and Amend (5-0)

21

2

Nunivak Island
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23(*Amended) Muskox on Nunivak, and Nelson Islands.
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Add muskox to the list of species that can be 
taken under a cultural education program 

permit in GMU 18, Nunivak Island 

Public Proposal

Recommendation: Neutral

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support and Amend (8-0) 
Central Bering Sea AC Support and Amend (11-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support and Amend (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support and Amend (5-0)

25

Change the opening date for registration moose hunt, 
RM615 in Unit 18

Proposed By: 
Lower Kuskokwim Fish & Game Advisory Committee

Recommendation:  Neutral

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (7-0, 1-Abstain)
Central Bering Sea AC Support and Amend (11-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Support (4-0)
Bethel AC Support and Amend (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support and Amend (5-0)

2
6

25

26



RC 4 Tab 4.2

14

2

28

27

28



RC 4 Tab 4.2

15

2
9

Units and Bag Limits
Resident
Open Season 

Nonresident
Open Season

Unit 18 Kuskokwim Area, that 
portion westerly of a line from 
the mouth of the Ishkowik River 
to the closest point of Dall Lake 
the to the east bank of the 
Johnson River at its entrance into 
Nunavakanukakslak Lake (60 
59.41’N. Latitude), continuing up-
river along a line one-half mile 
south and east of, and paralleling 
a line along the southerly bank of 
the Johnson River to the 
Confluence of the east bank of 
Crooked Creek to the outlet at 
Arhymot Lake, then following the 
south westerly to the Unit 18 
border and north of and including 
the Eek River drainage

Sept. 5 [Sept.1] -Sept. 30 No open season

*Amendment of   Any Bull

3
0

Advisory Committee Amendments to Resident Open Season

• Central Bering Sea AC
Zone 1: Sept. 5 [Sept. 1]– Sept. 30
Zone 2: Sept 1 – Oct. 15 [Sept. 30]

• Bethel AC & Coastal Lower Yukon AC
RM615: Sept. 1 – Oct. 15 [Sept. 30]
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Kuskokwim Tributary Moose (Zone 2)
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33

Fall Composition

Year
Bulls: 

100 Cows
Calves: 100 

Cows

2011 50 49

2013 41 72

2015 73 53

2016 70 56

2019 43 49

Kuskokwim Survey Area 

34

Spring Twinning

Year % Twins

2015 40%

2016 46%

2017 57%

2018 29%

2019 44%

Kuskokwim Survey Area 
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35

Zone 1

Year Quota Harvest Unknown Days Open

2009 75 108 0 10

2010 75 104 0 8

2011 81 93 15 6

2012 81 82 4 8

2013 81 89 9 6

2014 81 93 23 4

2015 110 105 15 4

2016 150 136 14 5

2017 170 186 0 5

2018 170 141 0 7

2019 190 155 0 7

36

Zone 2

Year Quota Harvest Unknown Days Open

2009 0 0 0 0

2010 - 0 0 8

2011 19 11 15 6

2012 19 17 4 8

2013 19 21 9 6

2014 19 15 23 4

2015 45 31 15 8

2016 90 44 14 15

2017 110 80 0 25

2018 110 72 0 30

2019 120 68 0 30
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Zone 1
Zone 2
Funerary/Mortuary

RM615 Harvest

Change the opening date for registration moose hunt, 
RM615 in Unit 18

Proposed By: 
Lower Kuskokwim Fish & Game Advisory Committee

Recommendation:  Neutral

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (7-0, 1-Abstain)
Central Bering Sea AC Support and Amend (11-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Support (4-0)
Bethel AC Support and Amend (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support and Amend (5-0) 38
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Extend resident season for moose hunting in Unit 
18 Remainder

Public Proposal

Recommendation:  Neutral

3
9

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (11-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0)
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4
1

Remainder of Unit 18
RESIDENT Season

Aug. 1-Sept. 30 

NONRESIDENT Season
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9

Browse Removal Rates

Lowest Yukon: 24% (2017)
23% (2019)

Paimiut:            35% (2018)
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Fall Harvest in GMU 18 Remainder

Winter

Fall
Aug10-Sept 30
Dec 20-Feb28
2 moose

Sept 1-30
1bull
Dec 20-Jan10
1bull or 1calfSept 1-30

10 day winter season
1bull
*1982

Aug10-Sept30
1 bull
Dec 20-Jan20
1 moose

Aug1-mar15
2 moose

Aug10-Sept 30
1 bull
Dec 20-Jan20
1bull or 1 calf
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Fall Harvest in GMU 18 Remainder

Fall Bull Harvest
Fall Cow Harvest
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GMU 18 Remainder Moose Harvest

Winter Bull Harvest

Winter Cow Harvest
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Extend resident season for moose hunting in Unit 
18 Remainder

Public Proposal

Recommendation:  Neutral

51

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (11-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0)

Department Proposal

Recommendation:  Support

5
2

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0) [Option A] 
Central Bering Sea AC Support (10-0) [Option B]
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0) [Option B]
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0) [Option B]
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55

A

B

C

5
6

Sept. 1 Sept. 30 No open season

Dec 1- March 31
[Jan. 1 Jan. 31]
(may be announced)

No open season

*Amendment of   Any Bull
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Goodnews Moose Harvest

Cow Harvest

Bull harvest
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Goodnews Minimum Moose Count
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Department Proposal

Recommendation:  Support

5
9

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0) [Option A] 
Central Bering Sea AC Support (10-0) [Option B]
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0) [Option B]
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0) [Option B]
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Goodnews drainage
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2

Reauthorize the antlerless moose seasons in 
Unit 18

Department Proposal

Recommendation: Support

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (11-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal lower Yukon AC Support (5-0) 62

61
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6
3

If adopted, this proposal authorizes antlerless 
moose hunts in Unit 18

• Unit 18 Remainder Moose Hunt
• Goodnews River Winter Moose Hunt

6
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Reported GMU18 Cow Harvest
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Reauthorize the antlerless moose seasons in 
Unit 18

Department Proposal

Recommendation: Support

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (11-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal lower Yukon AC Support (5-0) 65

Requires a minimum caliber of center fire .243 
or 6mm rifle cartridge for the taking of moose in 

Unit 18

Proposed by: 
Bethel Fish and Game Advisory Committee

Recommendation: Neutral

66

Lower Kuskokwim AC Oppose (2-6)
Central Bering Sea AC No Action
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (5-3)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0)

65

66
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Current Regulation
The following methods and means of taking big game 
are prohibited in addition to the prohibitions in 5 AAC 
92.085: 

(1) with the use of a firearm other than a shotgun, 
muzzleloader, or rifle or pistol using a center-firing 
cartridge, except that  …

Proposed Regulation The intent of the regulation is:
(1) with the use of a firearm other than a shotgun, 
muzzleloader, or rifle or pistol using a center-firing 
cartridge, except that in Unit 18, moose may not be 
taken with calibers smaller than .243 or 6mm 
caliber …

67

Firearm and caliber restrictions may be:
• Method-based (e g. muzzleloader)
• Unit-based (e g. Unit 18 nontoxic shot for taking small 

game)
• Statewide  (e g. center-firing cartridges for taking big 

game)

Reducing wounding loss tends to be a major consideration for 
restrictions

Small calibers….
• Leave little room for error with shot placement
• If used correctly, can be effective at taking big game
• Commercial ammunition may not be appropriate
• Rifles are popular and easily accessible to hunters
• May allow more youth hunt opportunities

68

67

68
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Requires a minimum caliber of center fire .243 
or 6mm rifle cartridge for the taking of moose in 

Unit 18

Proposed by: 
Bethel Fish and Game Advisory Committee

Recommendation: Neutral

69

Lower Kuskokwim AC Oppose (2-6)
Central Bering Sea AC No Action
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (5-3)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0)

Requires a minimum caliber of center fire .243 
or 6mm rifle cartridge for the taking of moose in 

Unit 18

Proposed by: 
Mid-Lower Yukon Fish & Game Advisory Committee

Recommendation: Neutral

70

Lower Kuskokwim AC Oppose (2-6)
Central Bering Sea AC No Action
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (5-3)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0)

69

70
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Current Regulation
The following methods and means of taking big game 
are prohibited in addition to the prohibitions in 5 AAC 
92.085: 

(1) with the use of a firearm other than a shotgun, 
muzzleloader, or rifle or pistol using a center-firing 
cartridge, except that  …

Proposed Regulation The intent of the regulation is:
(1) with the use of a firearm other than a shotgun, 
muzzleloader, or rifle or pistol using a center-firing 
cartridge, except that in Unit 18, moose may not be 
taken with calibers smaller than .243 or 6mm 
caliber …

71

Firearm and caliber restrictions may be:
• Method-based (e g. muzzleloader)
• Unit-based (e g. Unit 18 nontoxic shot for taking small 

game)
• Statewide  (e g. center-firing cartridges for taking big 

game)

Reducing wounding loss tends to be a major consideration for 
restrictions

Small calibers….
• Leave little room for error with shot placement
• If used correctly, can be effective at taking big game
• Commercial ammunition may not be appropriate
• Rifles are popular and easily accessible to hunters
• May allow more youth hunt opportunities
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Requires a minimum caliber of center fire .243 
or 6mm rifle cartridge for the taking of moose in 

Unit 18

Proposed by: 
Mid-Lower Yukon Fish & Game Advisory Committee

Recommendation: Neutral

73

Lower Kuskokwim AC Oppose (2-6)
Central Bering Sea AC No Action
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (5-3)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0)

Prohibit the sale of antlers from moose harvested 
in Unit 18

Proposed by:
Mid-Lower Yukon Fish and Game Advisory Committee

Recommendation: Neutral

74

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support and Amend (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC No Action
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Oppose (2-6)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support and Amend (5-0)
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Current Regulation: 5 AAC 92.200(b)
(b) Except as provided in 5 AAC 92.031, a person may not purchase, 

sell, advertise or otherwise offer for sale…

Proposed Regulation The intent of the regulation is:
(b) Except as provided in 5 AAC 92.031, a person may not purchase, 

sell, advertise or otherwise offer for sale the antler of a moose taken in 
Unit 18

75

• Originally submitted as ACR #7 in 2018 statewide BOG
• Failed as ACR and recommended for statewide Board of 

Game

• Similar regulations implemented in Unit 23 –
5 AAC 92.200(b)(4) & 5 AAC 92.200(c)(2)
• Prohibits the sale or barter cut off caribou antlers 

in Unit 23
• Exceptions allow for the sale or barter of naturally 

shed caribou antlers and antler handicraft
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Lower Kuskokwim AC & Coastal Lower Yukon 
Amendment

To prohibit the sale of antlers from moose in GMU 18 
except:

• Naturally shed antlers
• Antler handicraft
• Allow for bartering of all GMU 18 moose antlers. 

77

Prohibit the sale of antlers from moose harvested 
in Unit 18

Proposed by:
Mid-Lower Yukon Fish and Game Advisory Committee

Recommendation: Neutral

78

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support and Amend (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC No Action
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Oppose (2-6)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support and Amend (5-0)
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Reduce the bag limit for Ptarmigan in Unit 18

Department Proposal

Recommendation: Support

79

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (7-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0)
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Units and Bag Limits
Resident 
Open Season

Nonresident 
Open Season

Unit 18

[50] 15 per day, [100] 30 in 
possession Aug. 10 – May 15 Aug. 10 – May 15
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Rationale:
• Apparent low abundance of ptarmigan in recent years
• Consecutive snow free winter months may have 

resulted in reduced overwinter survival.
• Possible low chick survival due to cold & wet weather 

shortly after hatching
• Lower harvest may allow localized population 

recovery more quickly.
• Aligns state and federal regulations

81

Reduce the bag limit for Ptarmigan in Unit 18

Department Proposal

Recommendation: Support

82

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (7-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (5-0)
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Extend the hunting season for brown bear in 
Unit 18

Proposed by: Bethel Fish & Game Advisory Committee 

Recommendation: Neutral

83

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (9-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support and Amend (5-0)
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Proposed Regulatory Change

• Aligns seasons for brown and black bear
• Allows later baiting for brown bears

Units and 
Bag Limits

Resident 
Open Season

Nonresident 
Open Season

Unit 18

1 bear every regulatory 
year by permit

Sept. 1 – June 30 [May 31] 
(Subsistence hunt only) No Open Season

1 bear every regulatory 
year Sept. 1 – June 30 [May 31] Sept. 1 – June 30 [May 31] 
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Coastal Lower Yukon Amendment

Units and 
Bag Limits

Resident 
Open Season

Nonresident 
Open Season

Unit 18

2 [1] bear every regulatory 
year by permit

Sept. 1 – June 30 [May 31] 
(Subsistence hunt only) No Open Season

2 [1] bear every regulatory 
year Sept. 1 – June 30 [May 31] Sept. 1 – June 30 [May 31] 
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Extend the hunting season for brown bear in 
Unit 18

Proposed by: Bethel Fish & Game Advisory Committee 

Recommendation: Neutral

88

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (8-0)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (9-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support and Amend (5-0)
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Extend the season for baiting bears in Unit 18

Public Proposal

Recommendation: Neutral

89

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (7-1)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (9-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (4-0)

Proposed change to bear baiting season in Unit 18:

Current bear hunting Seasons in Unit 18

90

Bait Site Registration Begins Use of Bait Allowed

Current Regulation Apr. 1 Apr. 15 – June 30

Proposed Regulation Mar. 15 Apr. 1 – June 30

Black Bear Brown Bear

July 1 – June 30 Sept. 1 – May 31
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Extend the season for baiting bears in Unit 18

Public Proposal

Recommendation: Neutral
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Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (7-1)
Central Bering Sea AC Support (9-0)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Support (8-0)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC Support (4-0)
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Allow the use of game bird wings and backs for 
human uses such as trapping bait in Unit 18

Public Proposal

Recommendation: Neutral

93

Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (7-1)
Central Bering Sea AC Oppose (1-6, 2 neutral)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Oppose (4-4)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC No Action

History of current regulation

• Board of Game adopted regulation in Nov. 2017 at 
Statewide meeting

• Requires meat of breast, legs, back and upper portion 
of the wing from geese, cranes and swans to be 
salvaged for human consumption

Proposed change

• Proponent seeks to allow the bones, and meat of the 
wings and back for human uses such as trapping bait 
in Unit 18

94

93

94



RC 4 Tab 4.2

48

Current Regulation
5 AAC 92.990. Definitions

(26)“edible meat” means,… in the case of cranes, geese, and 
swan, the meat of the breast, back, the meat of the femur and 
tibia-fibula (legs and thighs), and the meat of the wings, 
excluding metacarpals;…

95

Proposed Regulation
5 AAC 92.990. Definitions

(26)“edible meat” means,… in the case of cranes, geese, and swan 
outside of Unit 18, the meat of the breast, back, and the meat of the 
femur and tibia-fibula (legs and thighs), and the meat of the wings, 
excluding metacarpals;… and for cranes, geese, and swan in Unit 18, the 
meat of the breast, and the meat of the femur and tibia-fibula (legs and 
thighs)

5 AAC 92.210. Game as animal food or bait.
A person may not use game as food for a dog or furbearer, or as bait, 
except for the following… for cranes, geese, and swan in Unit 18, the 
bones, and meat of the back and wings.

5 AAC 92.220. Salvage of game meat, furs, and hides. 
Subject to additional requirements in 5 AAC 84 – 5 AAC 85, a person 
taking game shall salvage the following parts for human use… for cranes, 
geese, and swan in Unit 18, the bones, and meat of the back and wings.
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Allow the use of game bird wings and backs for 
human uses such as trapping bait in Unit 18

Public Proposal

Recommendation: Neutral
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Lower Kuskokwim AC Support (7-1)
Central Bering Sea AC Oppose (1-6, 2 neutral)
Mid-Lower Yukon AC Meeting Pending
Bethel AC Oppose (4-4)
Coastal Lower Yukon AC No Action
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