
 
 

     
   

 
    

 
   

  
 

  
   

   
    

 

 
   

 
 

   
   

    
   

  
 

 
             

   
 

   
  

 
 

    
 

  
 

   
 

     
 

    
 

 

ACR 9 – Require hunters on the Kenai Peninsula to take an ADF&G approved hunter 
orientation course for identifying legal moose. 

SUBMITTED BY: Kenai/Soldotna Fish and Game Advisory Committee 

CITE THE REGULATION THAT WILL BE CHANGED IF THIS ACR IS HEARD. 
5 AAC NEW 

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM YOU WOULD LIKE THE BOARD TO ADDRESS? STATE 
IN DETAIL THE NATURE OF THE CURRENT PROBLEM. The high level of bull moose 
taken each year on the Kenia Peninsula in Units 7 and 15, that do not comply with the bag limit 
of a spike or a spread of 50 inches or greater or four brow tines on at least one side. 

Reported illegal harvest: In 2013 a total of 163 moose were reported and 35 (21%) were illegal. 
In 2014 a total of 231 moose were reported and 27 (12%) were illegal. In 2015 a total of 221 
moose were reported and 41 (19%) were illegal. Preliminary harvest figures for 2016 suggest the 
reported illegal will be over 20 percent. 

WHAT SOLUTION DO YOU PREFER? Anyone hunting moose on the Kenai Peninsula must 
have successfully completed a hunter orientation class on how to identify a legal moose, 
approved by the Department of Fish and Game, prior to entering the field. The class should be 
made available online and a hunter is only required to pass the orientation course once in their 
lifetime. 

STATE IN DETAIL HOW THIS ACR MEETS THE CRITERIA STATED ABOVE. 

a)	 for a conservation purpose or reason: From 2013 to 2015 the average reported 
illegal harvest was 17 percent, it is unknown what the actual illegal harvest was during 
these years but surely it was higher. Hunters that take illegal moose deprive other 
hunters that are careful in determining whether a bull is legal from that animal in future 
years. When a subpopulation of moose is managed under a selective harvest program, 
success of the program depends on a low percentage of illegal bulls harvested. 

b)	 to correct an error in regulation: N/A 

c) to correct an effect on a hunt that was unforeseen when a regulation was adopted: 
Due to the low bull to cow ratio the selective harvest program was changed for the fall of 
2012, allowing only bulls with a spread of 50 inches or greater or four brow tines on at 
least one side. This regulation was changed again in 2014, allowing hunters to also harvest 
bulls with a spike antler. As a result of these antler restrictions, a higher than usual number 
of mid-sized bulls are in the population and being seen by hunters. Many of these bulls are 
in the mid 40 inch spread range and are being mistaken for 50 inch bulls by inexperienced 
hunters. 



 
 

 
    

 
 

  
  

 
   

  
    

 
   

   
  

  
   

    

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF THIS PROBLEM IS NOT SOLVED PRIOR TO THE 
REGULAR CYCLE? There will probably be another year of high illegal harvest by 
inexperienced hunters. 

STATE WHY YOUR ACR IS NOT PREDOMINANTLY ALLOCATIVE. This request 
seeks to require a hunter orientation education program to reduce illegal kills in Units 7 and 15. 

IF THIS REQUEST IS ALLOCATIVE, STATE THE NEW INFORMATION THAT 
COMPELS THE BOARD TO CONSIDER AN ALLOCATIVE PROPOSAL OUTSIDE 
OF THE REGULAR CYCLE. This is not an allocative request. 

STATE YOUR INVOLVEMENT IN THE ISSUE THAT IS THE SUBJECT OF THIS 
ACR. Kenai/Soldotna Advisory Committee comprised of hunters, trappers and fishermen. 

STATE WHETHER THIS ACR HAS BEEN CONSIDERED BEFORE, EITHER AS A 
PROPOSAL OR AS AN ACR, AND IF SO, DURING WHICH BOARD OF GAME 
MEETING. We are not aware of this request in the past. 


