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Q·:...~tic::-.!; fot cLe fP..~e-01·a foL· Tu1.:: Em1m~.ht~ L(.{;vf!:t 'i;\'n,i:;;:i,.r.. 
&~hm~ttci fq:r S~n.r.t;;, Lfoc Jt1urtm..~·skf 
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s. ~6::;~, ~- rem, s. 20(1. s. 1.4?'~ 1 :-.r.d £. 1.1 er 
.· ~ ,,· 

Insteac of provid.ing la.nd for tnbcs i:hc A.lesk6. Nativt;. LZnd Claims Settlt<·,1t.:1t Act 
(ANSCA) p::ovidcc over¥. million flC:~ cf lr.nd fot m1.t.i\'{; n,•,:bCI ~gioncl E.nd viilr.g::. 
corporations, incorporated under sts.tc law. Em-,• v:-W. ~&.,. !"HG:; c1:du,a~ /.J•{C[:fL kui£ 

!.";s:.:·, b-dU[ Cf l,en fr1'r tnm1:C? 'iih~ i~ tLc~ &:i.:1:-e~l'~''C oµh.:fio li t"!.'['(.rdiu.1: v:htil ~~r 
ffit :: j;- ITC! ,,,onErl b;, '-'OKH:ldcred Endb;. tQtiutt·s: V;lh i:.:c r,~.fom~tfr;s- wodr; if.ie: 
§cc~CL::"'' t' ttltre::1DcSe Cho m\b.o uco&idur. <i''t'Cr tUc [r.::, '{ 

c:g§~d,:;;~· tht p~os~d :l!}i1ia.ri~ i.!1 !Ja.sl~g wcuJd I:,:-. r, r.:;•.iiro;; mt0 t. 1,~t. or.J)' i;'· 

tlit;. requirements of Section 5 of thi; fndian Rc0rgrutlze.tior, Act and 25 C.F...:l. P.u t 15 i 
arc ri.1et. ML-n~ proposed ntle dces not prchibH the Dep?r~o:ncnt from tst'.ing f-J\JCSA lruicis 
. --~---- ~ mto trust. 

Tti:·. Depan:.nent's position is that any lane outaiucd i.n trus: by the United Smtes en 
;:i c:half' of a federally recognued Indian trib:; is considered "Endiw col.mtry" .:s deiL,ec b 
; VU .S.C. § 1r51. Acc::n'dingi;', any Alaska trib;:. v.itl! trnst ic...rd v,1~uld b:o e.ble to 
,;xcrciSI..; its w.rt.bority over sL!;;h land consisler:.t with thi;: m,n.ncr in which Indiilll tribes 
l:¼cicis(:! auU'lonty ever :tru!Ct lands in the lm?.'·t;· 4& stat--s .. Wc rwt1.; that pw:suant to Pubtic 

Lr.i.ws 83-26.0 and 85--6 i 5, Alaska Stat(; comt'> woulo g,,w;.r,j J;:: havl~ iuiisrltcticrt OV(;i' 

m.ost crimes and soEie civil mi;ttcrs ccct1,T.L"l.ff in fodirn count1~1' thcr{;;. 

G 1v;uch of the. land in Ale.ska that is cl!JT~:Jly ow11e<l uy ~il.J;;s a1,ti indivici.u&! Alas!r.e. 
i'>!ativc.s ccnsists of relatively smali, isoie.tt<l pFJ:ctls and prooertis;5 within e>:isting 
villages. t·fo•,.• ,rt:::,:.:.!; ihc §tcrc~uy ~~fucip:-.fo [.uuc.Jnwc·~nT.[ uuf'~,:, f£0£~.-11ui: p.1·.:d1, t::."'-cf 

f;;f:::.nd'.,; \r'Hllil:l e:dr.tJi:q; ~,micgl'.;.S t[ H.tu. iu:;. c ,.':ert LG: ii~ td ~cli t11Cu tr~w~'i VJoulci k~ 

~:,::L·-c:u ':/ u.,111,id:z~ CL.Li; kud (c tc liudi£.n Cw~..t.t~:/! 'iN'iJ.c.1 r:u fi.<H"i (i.e;s- cou[d Sie 

2~:.:,8u.ry r.ut5dpat.: n'ih~ or bdrd:dc:;:_! JJ! s,[,2 l'\::-.Uvi::.- t.c;;: ~id!.~[. c,ve1 eds Jnr:i c..s :.. 
: '(;:; rJ H or ct.i(.; co~v::r~t<l'c !a tr-,.;_gt r.t.r.,us? 

~Ifthe proposer1 rule is aclcµted, tl-,t i)(;pa('ITT1e,it -.-,,ould cr.ercise i,ts 
oiscretionary suthority to acquire parcels of lmd inc:o trust v,rithi'1 exislir1g vil!E-ges only i11 

accordrnce vlith the procedmcs c1mmcrated in ?.S C.F.R. P~..-1 15 ! . Petiticners must 
dcmo rcs-.:ITctc that they fdfill ;;;! [ of thr. criteriE set fmth in the rc.g<.2ia.~i~J..s. For insucncc, 
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the D,_epartment would consider the petitioners' need for the land and the purposes for 
which the land v,ill be used. The Department would likewise consider any jurisdictional 
problems and potential conflicts of hmd use, e.s well e..s whether the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs is equipped to discharge any additional responsibilities resulting from the trust 

acquisition. ~ted above, the Department's position i.s that any land obtained in trust 

by the United States orfbehe.lf of a federally recognized Indian tribe is considered lndian ,~ 

country as defined in 18 U.S.C. § I151. Accordingly, any AJaslra tribe with trust land , 1,f~ 
1 

A, t~~1. 

would be able to exercise its e.uthority over such land consistei,t with the manner i-9 ~l!ILf' 
which Indian trib~s e1tercise authority over trust lends in the lower 48 states. We note 
that plli"Suant to Public Laws S3-2SO and 85-615, AJasl'..a State courts would generally 

/ 	 have jurisdiction over most criQtes and some civil m&tters occurring i.n fodian country 

there. 


In State ofAlaska v. United States. Case NO. 4: 13-cv--0000&-rJIB, a fed~ district court __.-........._.:....::..::.:; 

recently held that the st.ate lacks the legru ability to confirm, intcrp..--at and enforee state

owned rights-of-way arising pursuant to RS2477 over Native allotments. Tb.is same 

decision also held that the state lacks the legel ebility to condemn rights-of-way over 

lands allotted to Natives. IH!ow woua!d ncwRy~~too crnso kl:il~ &filed d~clly cRistlfng 

m; wel!l nu po2enetnily l.'leed!rul ntntc enselilc~as c.na r-5gtds-off-wny? 


~eDepartment's practice has been to acquire land into trust for Indian tribes 

subject to existing easements and rights ofway. ff the propo~ rule is adopted, the 


/1.1 	 Oepruiment would continue this practice for trust lands acquir-ed in PJaska. Newly 

created casements and rights-of-way would b:: subject to the Dep3.rtment's regulations 

governing rights-of-way over Indian land~ located at 25 c.;::.R. Part i69. 


GJ Section ! 7(b) ofANSCA provides for public eesements across ANSCA village ruid 

regional corporation land at points along waterv,ays and other public uses, such as 

recre&tion, hunting, transportation, utilities, end docks. Woafdi these l7(b) ecscme!ilt 

OAlf:lRY ecrosg mtsO fuimd in ADcstm? 


'2
1 

~ lils~As explained above, the Departm~t·s practice has b:;cn to acquire land into 
trust for Indian tribes subject to existing easemcots and rights of way. lf the proposed 
rule is adopted, the Department would continue this practice for tru..<t lands ..;cquired in 
Al2.ska. 

[i} F.f ~.!l1ld wen ~dt~n iiw1to trust ca Aloslsc, wt0uE~ llb~ !Bulienu of liori!fo.u Ilducotiou be 

r.-cquAred to f.Pirovlide, or lo!eh-est~d ia pu-ovkUug K-12 edue2ttloE1 Ol!l e-!.1ooc Onm!lu, iorr do 

yqiiin £:.lirltkapaie Choi itfile Bocd m:n.rnkipd govemE:iilent would i.tiU ralil tile i;cboolo wmi 


fl:!ladkr.g from, ltl!r:e Sce.tc cad 1U§ filepnm:ue:nt of. Edll5cettou? 
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~~uc to Congress's monuoriwn on both BIE funding elementary and 

~hools in Alaska, and the addition ofnew BIE-funded schools in general, 

State authorized public entities would continue to run schools located on trust lands with 

funding from the State and U.S. Department ofEducation. Since BIE transferred its BIB

funded schools to tiie·State, Congress has continued to include language in the 

Consolidated Appropriations Acts p~hlbiting BIB from using any of its funding, exce__pt 

for the nmowtts provided for assis~o public schools under the .fohnson O'Malley 
Act. to support the op:ration of any elementary or secondary school in the State of 
Alaska. 

~P.kv~JQ;u 

[il The proposed rule states that placing land into trust .. advances economic development." 

However, several Alaska Native Corporations (ANCs) formed under Alaska Native 

Claims Settlement Act (ANSCA) have c1<prc-ssed concerns with the development of their 

subsurface estate being significantly slowed if the Alaska Native tribe ownin_s the surface 

estate successfully petitions the Department ofrl1e Interior to talce its lands into trusl 
, How t'1ill it:e p!rGEJOSed! m&e gmcrdily "a,ih,cf:Et\'; 11 ecallt\amk rievelOlJlllltCiiC, wifu tfulri 

rnnn:y el!cm~Ces @f F.Oloneed gCL1erotfoonl povcr,y is lfue Bc>w-ci' 48 ~en,ntion 

uyst~m ou ffeiflernll Ilem~ cw111er.. lnap? 

~ Th:: proposed rule would allow tribes to protect tribal homelands so that they 

are not subject to loss through sale or default. Trust hmd, which is fre:: from state !l.110 

IQ.caJ tax,9tiW1, often provides greater economic development opportunities than fe~ land. 
A trust land base also allows tribes to utilize economic development tools like those 

available under the Helping Exp:.!dite and Advance Responsible Tribal Home Ownership 

{HEARTH) Act and program funds that are tied to tribal lands such as energy 

development grants administered by our Office of lndian Energy and Economic 

Development. Ip short, tribes may be able to access more federal grant prograt'!!1 .. 

@ E-fow wm A.NC subsull"ifetc estcte d!evciopmccst r.;pecil:kdfy b, imfi)ccfe$ by the 

proposa:d rule? 

~ lne Department's practice has b~n to process land-into-trust applications 
from Indian tribes involving split estates under the regulations at 25 C.f.R. Part 151. ~ 
ce~ instances, the Department has acquired in trust only the surface estate on beh.alf of 

a tribe. lfthe proposed rule is adopted, the Department would continue this practice for -applics.tions for land into trust in Alaska. ANC subsurface estate development therefore 
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wol!ld not be impacted by the proposed mle. We note th.al the mineral estate is generally 

dominant and that subsurface owners would retain arigb,t of r.easooabfle access to 


minerals below any surface estate acquired into trust. 


§. How wo.11 <c!ln~ li}cpc.rtmera8 l!'e!loCve ~he surioce cimd flUb:mrfc~ ownernblI? i:JDu~ Rf n 

l?!rib~ ow!llo e~e suriuoo,aod on ANC owes tlme1mbcu6'foce ~igalt& n~<il t!'aC?!le fJOl'11l~ ere 

ll[l ~~grem1eint as to developmemt !!iigtle&? 


~As e"plained above, the Department's practice bas been to process land-into

trust applications from Indian tribes involving split estates under the regulations at 25 

C.F.R. Part 1 Sl. With respect to trust acquisitions ofsurface est&es in Alasful, any /-~~IA,(l 
disputes between surfuce and subsurfoce owners will like~ be resolved in the same ~1'1;;;;, JtJ1f P 

11 1
manner es they are now. Parties will still be encou.rnged to enter into surface wre e!YD:1/tlcr:;:_~ 
ag:rwments in order to avoid such disputes. As noted above, the mineral estate is f. ~ o" 
generally dominant and that subsurfece owners would have a right of reasonable ~ 4--: <1t )(&; ~ 
to minerals below any surface estate acquired into trust Ylll ~~ I> '1 7

~"' 
~ ~ 

r1J lH!ow !:102t: ~~c Deportrnelil~ mtend to mioiv~ tJ oirucaina i.!...,D villoge 4:or,oorntiorn 
trzi:lruifeL"'il'Ca Un!!id!l ao c d~be. em.al! A.NCSA. hmok nre <1:xeftu(!led fi1rnm lhcinG m?tcliil Hllilto 
~ 'Wdlll fue orrlgil!:mi ov.:oe!."Ellllp follli?v. Che tmnoucr? 

@i?n~ ~s stated above, the proposed rule does not exclude ANCSA lands from being 

taken in trust. However, if ANCSA lands were excluded from trust acquisition. the tribe~ 

would reUiin title in fee to any land it received in the scenario presented by this question. 


m	HI Rncull ~& m~n into mi!l~ 01?1 fJ"Pldf of A.t~fm trf~es ~o~ tll!.e §etretc.ry @!km te 
!J)rovidic lb~cilgot onpg11ort ll'or.- nrnbnt de--.rci!o[!?mene fir; A..lnuh~~ fimcliJ!dmg cnpnciCy 
(l)ufiRdlDB@. E.JU:lbHic in!i'rmJmictrnre, cH'l jus«~ oy~fe1m? 

('Resjij.;nas~ Before taking Jo.nd into trust. the Department considers wbethcx the Bureau of 

Indian Alffairs is equipped to discharge any additional responsibilities resulting from E 


proposed trust acquisition. If the proposed rule is L"llplemented. the Department will seek 

to support tribal deve~ent in Alaska without decreesing resources availabie to other 

tribes. 


J37 Hi@w vim rregi0Bell 1ti.Altu:.a o~nuIB2tlom1 tilinC currently o~miuro~err lElIA. mid IrliW 
G~Mrnee& !he imfl)~doo, of o Miol! f"Je,:-e to ¢ne~e t~dll" ~Daclls D.Dt~ ¢nno«? 

C'§oim:i""e]) With trust lands, trilY'...s may work with tribal organi?.ations to provide 

governmental services, such as health care, education, housing, jobs, economic 
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dev\;lopm:;.nt opportu.,;ties, and lz.w enforcem(;nt Si::n1ict;S to their citizc.ri:;. Tri!:.~ :mci 
rtg:ionaJ tribs.l orga.niv.itioE~ would conti:mc to wcrk to piovidi; s-.:t•.'ices w c:i bc.J citizenii 
cffectivdy. 

Th.c. proposed rule also stat~ thiit plr-.cm.g tribal hmds mto trusf \.ill provkk E- "r,hysic&.l 
space" v!here tribal govemm~ts c.m c;;:crcisr. their inherent self-eovemance po·wers, 
l,e,.~,gust _1:iresum.ably tribal trust land qualifies c!S "Incuan country." Howcv~i, the U.S. 
Su!_Jieme Court in Alaska v. Native Villagt of Venw Tribal Gov 'f rcld that, .-,rith th~ 
exception of the tletWc.atla L'>diz.i, Community of the:; A.u11ette Islt-nd Rese;.vC:;, Al'.'.SCi, 
abolished "Indian country' in Alask.r... 

/.f) Hm;;•&oo:: d,t: t:.:L·a;;:,e!;cd tsi~G, d 3~:.:: ~r!r. Ve1:c:1ie Co~~r-t.'t t''i."'.fop; (n kci:fu. c:otmC!?.i' w 
.kic.<J~r.:? 

<}.~po~ In Alaska v. Na rive Village ofVemtie 1'ribal Goven-,ment= )2:i V .S. 520 

(1998), th~ U.S. Suprt;mt CoW't found that /t..NCSA lands co:.weye.:i iu fe:: tc en /;lest~ 

Nati•,e villege from two Alaska Native corporitions were not "Endian Country." The 
Department b~lieves that the proposul rn!e, if adopted, does :wt conflict with or 
othe£"1r,~sc im;mct tht: Supreme Court's decisior, in Ven.Hie. it is the Depr.rtme:-1t 's 
positfon that once n d is fi t b· th(; United States on behalf of a 
f~era iy recogniz.ec; Indian tribe, the land is considered Indian court!!)'. 

m	[( ci!.&l'!.llfilg t.1ti.(; P,E'~ f_;:Hl-Sed rok: cstd:,U~het MI.n.dfr.:ii- c~rn:tr.y" fJ.J J... ki-k~, ·,,h:.:1 \ :,:]l 
m.bd dt!BL rod cr-::ru.f.J;d ;m:fadacf.foF cmtr.ut for c;:0Ghc".1i f ;':.0 E:Clf.- Z~lf.'i\:.N:[""i nr, C:;."·::.:, 

C" 	 • .., ' "f ..o · .,;: r3 . ;e-lJ1trx.~o. r.r.oJ r,~,t~~.xar.~•-pC;l!: 

c::Rw~ftli1;; p:-oposed rule i:; aciopted, ~aI civil and cti.mi.ru:..l juri!;dictim; over .s.ny 
IncHan country Lil Alaslm would remair, consiste;;.t with the ws.y in whir.:i tliba.l 
jurisdiction is exercised in Indian cotm ili.rou out the rest of thr, Urutd Ste.t(.:s. Th(:. 
Deparm:ent ac mowleciges that pu.n,,.wnt to Public I~ws 33-2iO and &5-Gi 5, A.las!~ ~tatt.! 

c~uris 1;;,101a'1<.1 gcncrrJ:y he:w, jurisdir.tior, over most crimes ~ smne civii 1ua.tte1s 

occtirrine in imiian cotmtry in Ali:ski, . 

'}]J 	V1..:.c.Cc:,~:; tb, fa::rc.tr..ry u:1ticip!l':.. ·,d [[ Li; h~ (r~~u:::t of {l"w..:: t ::_: :D: (1'._ fu;; S,r ~-:o'~ 

ougd.;,.c cfi.J ttt Cc ui.c:fal.>s~ dca.Lar d,u~c, dowe!; £ic vfo!i;flc.°", aczcr.l E .U .F r<'i Cr_ u: 
r..k:olacl ~&·dnt,;j ci:-im~-: <.;,::.tLu;1ct Lo.:2l fE:,.:•er.for-cc,;m l;!Ll, dcve~ap ,r:o i'.i:rl:,r.nt.'vr, 

tYf. t'<jJud f~stfo::. p r-age,-.n.1.S, P.nd {.:r;rr·t 1.•1;: n.u-::1 edu:cr:tfoll? 

~The Deµarunen~ has received a number ofcom.'.Tl i;!11"s on !hi: p, op:ssec; n.tl :; 

that the crcetiou oft:ust land 2n /'.las!:a wi ll hr:Y(- t~inr p~tivc cPfu:ts o;:-; :_h i;' liv~~ of 

.'\ llachrrn:n1 I, Page 6 or 8 

http:com.'.Tl
http:fa::rc.tr
http:cti.mi.ru
http:c;:0Ghc".1i
http:recogniz.ec
http:Rese;.vC
http:citizc.ri
http:dev\;lopm:;.nt


0oC t!ll1 Sil l :;J ~35S3/ ~ i1ec!. 02 /C2/2015 

Alt>sl(6 Nativ~. We note that the Indian Law and Orcie1·Commission, formed uy 
CongrcSs to investigate crimin.E.1 justiCf. sys~ms in hmirut Country, ~:,pressly higbJighttd 
the. una-;ceptable state of p·i.1bHc safety for Ai~a Natives, especi61ly for Nativt women 
who suffe1 inordint1:tely high rates ofcomestic abuse, sexual violence E.nd other offen~. 
Se~ Indian Law Pnd Order Commission, "A Rozdmr.p For Making Nativt; i~ecica Safer) 
P£µort to th?. President e.11d Congrr.ss oftht Ui'lited Statt:s/' m.J3-34 (Novc:11tb.;r :Wl3}. J~ S"--"'l J?G 
Accordingiy, the Commission recommended providing for th~cr~tion of ludian country .Ger-a,.;,~i,,. 
in PJask.8 rnd allowing td bally owned fee lends to bt piaced in trust for Alaska Nativ~. l'e c ~"'[ 


Se-'3 id. ru S1..ss. Similarly, the Secretariel Commission on In"fan Trust Admjnistratiori f- ~e 

and Reform, cste.blislted by fc~,ner St:.eretary of the Interior Ken S&la.7..fil, t:udor~~ tb;-sf 

0 


f1-rtcilogs au i likewi~e recomrnended iJlowir.g Aiaskfi Na.tiv~ trib.e£ to put tribci.iJ~, O\lm.~ 


f~ simple l.aod into tn1st. "Rep:>tt ofthe Commission ou indicn Trust Adn::.rn.istr.-ction 

aud Refonn," at 65-66 (n~mbcr 2013). Tius report in:;iuded testimony stressing th~, 


/' v\!lnerabilicy of tdhal hmcii.s in Alaska o·wned in foe. S<tc id. e.t 61 °66. Most r,contly, E. 


_aV ~ Washington Post a.rticle described the deplorable crime statistics end public S?..foty issu.es 

P:.. \e'Ji io Alaska Native communities. Seri Horwitz, .fr; f..ur'(i/ Villages, Little Pr-Mectior,for 


.01JJ fill A!C!.1lw Natiw~~~ V!ashinrton Post (Aug. 2, 2014), avru!able et: 


. ~ 
...J/1 

[V ,....)iu
J}:,;Jf/v.,,,,J .
v9*.y1r 

allow tribf.'.s e.nd PJaska Nativ~ to tzke adventllgc ofprogra..,ns anci ~rvices the.t e.r:; 
clrearl.y f.Vriiable to tribes in th1;; lower'!&. Hust lands i.n Alasks, in appropri!ile 
cu:curnstances, could piovi<ie additional EUthority for Native governments tc be stror1ger 

partners ·with the State of Alaska to ad<ir.es!; these problems. It may also make mo;~ 
fode,-cl programs availabk to be brought to bear ori l:hest; s_ocial problcm.s. 

F .~ .,., ht.p://wvJW, W@hiwrtongost.c-..om/sf/natio11a1/2014/08/02/in-mra1-villages

_,z. Verie.1/te.i 
b:u.ub, !ust~~ off pctmdpcOug nm: tfu~ lnnrl Ul ' mc.:.ey ciu1,~ .silmeio!lr. re hl res;. 

131 fo the i.i~,4.cfon wlicct·c tdb~ wi~b fo r-.:.:>ff r-escr·i1s.fon.t bt.iri.t: u!.J,tc..inc" t~ t'.~k cc t~ct :;,. , t.! 

"--Teti½<l .1. 
corb1-ar.,itbmis, ~·[mt is tk ~rctiz.rylt a1:1·i.~.iu., 1.·enr.L·,Hn~ fl~r- c r,tb J:ri{·y c r:;.ie,· tv...~ 

g11:·ot1osc-ii tvJii: Cc. tt.Elc fo,me:F' !i.:senrntfoc k:::.«i k!to Wi!!t.:t? H Cd{~ro tl:i.ta tn 1•'(1 wt,i ;¢ &i, 


~fo.; §~!:'c:ror:y1
f; 01;1firuo:1 rag~nimg -.:d1eeucj· thn.:: u:nd ,;·1oui<l il>t r.~iMidr;.roo Iu.dfrm:.:. 


Coi::.;ntry? ~'h~~ rntf:i:araeies v,-0c:i ld 6., So:retu·y f.1?(idruec, , fr..~ t rih<?. r.ci1trrrr.-iq; C"'Y<:;; · 


('.ti5 Er.c:e:'J? 


~ 11' th!= proposed rule is e.dop~ed, the Depar.ment would have th:: c;isc;c,tion tJ~ 9
t:.nder t.ie Part i 5! regulat1ons to take i.nto fn1st formr.r reservation Lands held in for; by /{j) fftiJic. /////t?jt!,, 
AJ1:.ska tri res. A s slat~ E.bove, the Department 's position is that any land 00tain,;ri fn · . 

trust by tht:. Uniteci States O!l behalf of a f~erally recognizecl lnc.iirn tribe is considerce r! re/114(/ 
Indi fi...'1 cow1uy. Accoz&.ngly, any Ala.ska Native trib-~ with trust lanci wocici be able to 
e:cercise its authoriLy over such land consistent with the mrumer in whfoh fodis.n ttibes 
er.:ercise autlwrity over tn!st tends in the Lower 48 statt.:S. Also, purs,u:n t tc Public Laws 

' 

/\11 achmcn1 l. Page 7 01'8 

http:a1:1�i.~.iu
mailto:W@hiwrtongost.c
http:tribci.iJ
http:Congrr.ss


iJ.~ 
~e4J
aJ.P 


83-280 ru:d 85-6 I 5, Alasf-..a Stzt,~ co:1.r~s rc'oul<i generally t.ItV(; juris<lic1ion cvt1 mos, 
crimes and s:,:.-ne civil ,,rnttc.,rs occurri.n::, ii, Indiau cow:;.t·y in .JJask;i_ 

Ttic. pro;.:;cs1;;G mlt; 1\1r.ther states thE.t the D~par,::ncnt cf th,. Int.eiior ·Hill retain i~ "full 

discretion" to f;v,-luat.e a..,ci decide whc~ to Epprovf; 1my par~icuie.r trust arpiication 


under the criteria listeri in 25 C.l?.R. Part 151. Howeve, , the 1_$1.llatior.s gove'tling on

rcscrvatio;;. a.l'ld off-,c:servatim, a" uisitions, 25 C.F.R. § 151. l O and . 1 l , ·wiH wquu:\;; 


1ve ev1smn ·il Ii t of the ro ;;sr.d ru.le. 

s:.;;;s;ci. i.11 .tJ..s::;., v;i.,1;.;·c it hc.i.rd verb-lly from ::-.,m.1:.:oi.!E rne;;n'.b::.rf of th~, Alr-s;:., hfati'-'i.! 
commur..ity. Befo;--.; issuing any final rule or arae:nding the: rcr;vlations at ?.5 C.F.R. ?~1 
J51 , th!; Dr:pe.rtmcri, will carefhJly consider ruci resp::>r:d to ai I com.mr:.n~'::. Tht. 
Dc:pS1tn:cn, remains_committc:ci to engaging with Aie.si~atiw- gu::uµs, inJildine tribr..s 

;•d tJ'ICs, Oefc« ,.Icing a"rnti;;";;;~=,f~ttf ;f cl,., J ., ; · 

{ ., ' .·~ . d/L-"1 --/./1 /JLL
~ 1#£Uu //U/ Iv 
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