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Alaska Board of Game
2016-213-BOG
Findings Related to Proposal 207: Restrictions on the
Use of Aircraft Associated with Sheep Hunting

To address complaints concerning misuse of aircraft, particularly during sheep hunting season,
the Board of Game drafted a proposal to limit aircraft use associated with sheep hunting, later
identified as proposal 207. This proposal was deliberated on during the January 8, 2015 Work
Session Meeting held in Juneau, where the board agreed to schedule the proposal to be addressed
at the February 2015, Central/SW Regional meeting in Wasilla. The Board also held an evening
“town hall” style meeting in February where approximately 165 people participated in a
discussion concerning the use of aircraft during sheep season.

Recognizing there was opposition from those using aircraft and support from hunters that did not
use aircraft, the Board deferred the proposal to the March 2015, Southcentral Region Meeting
held in Anchorage to facilitate additional public comment. Proposal 207 was approved at this
meeting with six members in support and one opposed, following a lengthy public testimony
process.

A special meeting was then held on April 24, 2015 for the purpose of scheduling a future
meeting to rescind the action taken by the Board on proposal 207, at the request of two Board
members. That request was accepted, and a special meeting was held on May 28, 2015 to discuss
the merits of retaining proposal 207. The request to rescind failed; with a vote of two supporting
rescinding and five supporting the proposal.

The adopted language now reads: 5 AAC 92.085. Unlawful methods of taking big game;
exceptions....(8) a person who has been airborne may not take or assist in taking a big
game animal until after 3:00 a.m. following the day in which the flying occurred, and from
August 10 through September 20 aircraft may not be used by or for any person to locate
Dall sheep for hunting or direct hunters to Dall sheep during the open sheep hunting
season, however, aircraft other than helicopters may be used by and for sheep hunters to
place and remove hunters and camps, maintain existing camps, and salvage harvested
sheep.

The purpose of this finding is to clarify the Board’s intent when adopting this restriction and
address some of the commonly heard misinterpretations brought to Board members’ attention
since the regulation became effective July 1, 2015.

Passage of proposal 207 is intended to:

1. Specifically address public complaint that the Board of Game has heard for many decades
regarding the controversial practice of hunting for wildlife from aircraft.

= Since at least the 1970’s the board of game has heard testimony regarding how
hunting from an aircraft has both disrupted the efforts of other hunters through
displacement of animals and also lowered the quality of experience for other hunters
who do not use aircraft as a hunting tool.
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= The board recognizes that there has been increased complaint especially during the
last decade regarding perceived crowding issues and increased competition among
Dall sheep hunters in their efforts, despite less hunter participation than in previous
decades, and that the practice of aircraft hunting may be contributing to these
problems by disturbing both hunters and sheep populations themselves.

= Technological advances in small aircraft capability and the increasing popularity of
short field performance educational videos have combined in recent decades,
resulting both in increased aircraft dependent hunting methods and decreased
number of areas where foot based hunters are able to go without competition from
those who primarily hunt from the air and then land nearby in marginal conditions to
pursue the sheep.

2. Prohibit the deliberate use of an aircraft for locating any Dall sheep for hunting purposes
between August 10 and September 20. This precludes flying with the intention to generally
locate Dall sheep and also making single or repeated passes to evaluate the location, type, or
quality of specific animals. This prohibition is intended to apply to both the pilot and anyone
that this information is communicated to during the open season, who has the intent to
harvest a Dall sheep anywhere in the state.

e The prohibition is not meant to prevent the hunting of animals that were incidentally
spotted while under the allowed provisions of this regulation (... “to place and
remove hunters and camps, maintain existing camps, and salvage harvested
sheep”.) so long as the aircraft is not being used for the purpose of locating Dall
sheep for hunting purposes. “From August 10 through September 20 aircraft may
not be used by or for any person to locate Dall sheep for hunting or direct
hunters to Dall sheep during the open sheep hunting season.

e This prohibition was not intended to prohibit the hunting of Dall sheep in the present
season, or following seasons, if the sheep were incidentally spotted by a pilot or
passenger who are directly in route to or from a proposed camp or hunter drop-off or
pick-up location, an existing camp or cache, or Dall sheep harvest location between
the August 10 and September 20 hunting season.

e This prohibition does not preclude someone from legally harvesting any Dall sheep if
it were incidentally spotted while directly in route to or from a proposed landing
location.

e This prohibition does not intend to prevent any flight maneuvers that are necessary to
make an informed and safe landing in the field.

Adopted: March 17, 2015
Vote: 5-1-1 (Fanning abstained) Ted Spraker, Chairman
Fairbanks, Alaska Alaska Board of Game.




