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Lingcod
Proposals 199-

202

Sablefish
Proposals 191-
192, 194-197

Pacific cod
Proposals 204-

205

Rockfish
Proposals 193 

and 211

Overview
1) Background

• Commercial groundfish fisheries in Southeast
• Management areas of Southeast

2) Sections by species/fisheries with proposal review
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Groundfish fisheries in Southeast/Yakutat
Management authority over 
groundfish caught in commercial 
directed and bycatch fisheries
• State waters

• Lingcod 
• Sablefish 
• Pacific cod
• Demersal shelf rockfish (DSR) 
• Black rockfish and other rockfish
• Other groundfish (hagfish, flatfish, 

spiny dogfish, skates, etc.)

• Federal waters 
• Lingcod
• DSR
• Black/blue/dark rockfish
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Regulations
• Season open May 16–November 30 to protect 

nest-guarding males December–early May 
• Registration and logbooks required for 

directed fishery
• Directed fishery limited to dinglebar, hand 

troll, and mechanical jig gear
• Bycatch fisheries include longline, salmon 

hand and power troll, and jig gear 
• Legal size: 27 inches from snout to tail

Lingcod

ADF&G
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Lingcod
Stock assessment 

• No formal assessment
• Collect biological data and fishery data

Management plan
• Revised in 2000 
• Guideline Harvest Range (GHR; 

currently managed to upper end)
• Quota allocation among users by area

• Directed fishery
• Salmon troll, longline, jig bycatch fisheries
• Sport fishery 
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Lingcod
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Directed Fishery
• Only in Southeast 

outside waters
• Best fishing 

grounds are ~40 
miles offshore

• Fast-paced, derby 
style closing after 
48-72 hours
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Lingcod
Proposal 199: delay the opening date of the directed lingcod and DSR 
fisheries if weather forecast meets gale warning (35 kts) or higher
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Openings set in 
regulation 

Delay by 24-hr 
increments

Similar weather 
delays used in SE 
king and Tanner 
crab fisheries
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Lingcod
Proposal 200: adopt a catch reporting requirement for directed 
lingcod fisheries 
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Report effort and 
harvest regularly 

High catch rates of  
~45,000 lb/day or 
3,000 lb/hr

Reporting requirements 
required in SE 
shrimp/golden king 
crab and other 
statewide fisheries
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Lingcod
Proposal 201: clarify lingcod bycatch overage requirements for 
groundfish and salmon troll fisheries 
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No full-retention 
requirements

Lingcod over bycatch 
allowances must be 
released at sea

Reduce violations and 
increase lingcod 
released alive at sea 
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Lingcod
Proposal 202: clarify that only one line can be used for dinglebar 
gear in the commercial directed lingcod fishery
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Troll wire

Dinglebar weight

Train

“Operational Unit”
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Sablefish
Two state-managed sablefish 
fisheries:
• Northern Southeast Inside (NSEI) 

Subdistrict – “Chatham Strait” 
• Southern Southeast Inside (SSEI) 

Subdistrict – “Clarence Strait” 
NSEI

SSEI
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Sablefish fisheries

NSEI

SSEI
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NSEI SSEI
Registration and 
logbooks Yes Yes

Gear Longline/pot Longline/pot

Stock assessment Catch-at-age None

Tagging survey, 
prior to fishery Yes No

Longline survey, 
prior to fishery Yes Yes

Fishery data Catch, CPUE, 
biological

Catch, CPUE, 
biological 

Permit holders 73 22

Season length Aug 15-Nov 15 June 1-Nov 15
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Sablefish fisheries
Chatham and Clarence longline survey dates 
occur prior to fishery opening
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Sablefish fisheries
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Proposal 195: lengthen the SSEI fishery season to open with 
the federal Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) sablefish fishery 
opening mid-March and closing in early December 
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Sablefish fisheries
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Proposal 195: lengthen the SSEI fishery season to open with 
the federal Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) sablefish fishery 
opening mid-March and closing in early December 

Opening fishery prior to survey may 
lower survey CPUE and subsequent 
quotas 

Moving survey to February would 
create vessel and staff safety issues 

Since 1990 survey has been 
conducted between April 28-May 30; 
historical data comparison issues
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Sablefish fisheries
Current minimum inside diameter of escape rings is 3.75” in 
subsistence, personal use and commercial sablefish pots 

National Fisherman
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Sablefish fisheries

If fish diameter ≥ escape ring diameter, 
it’s retained in the pot

Smaller escape ring = more fish in pot 
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Sablefish fisheries

/3.5 in
/3.75 in

/4.0 in

/no ring
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Sablefish fisheries
Proposal 194: reduce minimum inside diameter of circular escape 
rings from 3.75” to 3.5” in subsistence, PU, and commercial fisheries 
Proposal 196: reduce minimum inside diameter of circular escape 
rings from 3.75” to 3.375” in commercial fisheries only

/3.5 in
/3.75 in

/4.0 in

/no ring
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Sablefish fisheries
Proposal 197: clarify existing regulations regarding subsistence, 
personal use, and commercial groundfish fisheries in state waters 
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Improve separation of 
commercial vs personal 
use/subsistence fisheries

Allow enforcement to 
differentiate catches 

Prevent commercial 
vessels from reporting 
overage as personal 
use/subsistence harvest
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Sablefish fisheries
Proposal 191: 
amend 
logbook 
requirements 
for vessels 
fishing with 
pot and/or 
longline gear 
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Sablefish fisheries
Proposal 192: allow pots used in the 
personal use sablefish fishery to be 
longlined 
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Longlining pots = fishing more than 
one pot in a string of gear
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Pacific cod
Fishery 

• Registration and logbooks 
are required

• Longline, jig, and pot gear 
• Open January 1–December 

31, unless closed by EO
• Low participation

NSEI

SSEI
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Stock assessment 
• No assessment available 

Management plan
• Review of fishery CPUE 

and biological data 
• GHR is 750,000–1,250,000 

round lb
• Managed by geographic 

subregion
• Prevent overfishing
• Spawning aggregations

Pacific cod

NSEI

SSEI
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Proposal 204: allow pots to be longlined in the directed Pacific cod 
fishery in state waters 

Pacific cod
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Longlining pots = fishing more than 
one pot in a string of gear
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Proposal 205: allow retention of Pacific cod and rockfish in pot 
gear in the personal use bottomfish fishery 

Fishery Current Bycatch 
Retention in Pots

NSEI Sablefish

SSEI Sablefish

Personal Use Sablefish

Subsistence Sablefish

Pacific cod

Pacific cod
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Rockfish
Rockfish support important fisheries in Southeast
Department has management authority over several species in state and 
federal waters 
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Rockfish
Yelloweye

TigerCopper

RosethornCanary

ChinaQuillback

DSR Fishery 
• Directed fishery closed since 

January 2020 in all SE waters

Demersal shelf rockfish (DSR)

Stock assessment and 
management 
• Outside waters: joint state/federal 

management with fisheries 
management plan (FMP), 
assessment from survey data 

• Inside waters: state managed, no 
fishery-independent assessment 

• Collect biological data
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Rockfish
Black rockfish fishery 
• Open year round in outside waters
• No assessment 
• Collect biological data
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Rockfish
Bycatch fisheries
Federal: full-
retention of all 
rockfish species 
since 2020

State: full-
retention of all 
rockfish species 
since 2022
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Rockfish
Proposal 193: allow permit holders fishing for groundfish 
or halibut with mechanical jig and hand troll gear in state 
waters to release rockfish
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Large numbers of 
rockfish, few crew

Difficult to release each 
rockfish back to suitable 
depth within minutes

Not documented on fish 
tickets or logbooks; result 
in unknown number of 
discards at sea 
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Rockfish
Proposal 193: allow permit holders fishing for groundfish 
or halibut with mechanical jig and hand troll gear in state 
waters to release rockfish
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Prince William Sound Southeast

Gear Jig and hand troll Jig and hand troll

Directed fisheries Pacific cod, lingcod, halibut 
(no directed rockfish fisheries)

Pacific cod, lingcod, halibut, 
pelagic rockfish, DSR rockfish 

Annual effort Up to 10 permits Up to 22 permits

Annual rockfish 
harvest Up to 1,206 lb Up to 112,966 lb

Rockfish limits
Guideline harvest level (GHL) of 

150,000 lb for bycatch only;
bycatch allowances

No GHL for bycatch; 
bycatch allowances
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Rockfish
Proposal 211: clarify regulations regarding fish ticket 
documentation of rockfish overages in the groundfish, 
halibut, and salmon troll fisheries   
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Questions?
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