PROPOSAL 96

5 AAC 07.365. (¢)(2)(A) Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan.

When a federal special action or emergency special action is in effect under ANILCA Title VIII
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game would not provide directed king salmon fishing periods
after June 11 when the projected escapement is within the drainagewide escapement goal range,
as follows:

(A) the commissioner shall close, by emergency order, the commercial, sport, and subsistence king
salmon fisheries, and after June 11, to the extent practicable, the commissioner shall open, by
emergency order, at least one fishing period per week for a directed subsistence king salmon
fishery to provide harvest opportunity on surplus king salmon in excess of escapement needs,
unless the federal government has exercised its authority under ANILCA Title VIII to
manage subsistence salmon fishing to ensure a priority for federal subsistence users;

What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? Revise Kuskokwim River
Salmon Management Plan to clarify management authority relative to ANILCA Title VIIL
Conservation concerns regarding Kuskokwim River Chinook salmon and chum salmon require the
application of precautionary management principles. When the Federal Subsistence Management
Program assumes management of Kuskokwim River salmon stocks within federal waters, it is
important to ensure that political tensions between the State of Alaska and the Federal Subsistence
Management Program do not compromise sustainable management principles. Previously,
ADF&G has justified violating federal closures to subsistence salmon gillnet fishing in the
Kuskokwim River by opening subsistence fishing opportunities to all Alaska residents stating that
the Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan requires them to do so.

PROPOSED BY: Kuskokwim River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission (EF-F22-067)
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