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RC28

February 6, 2020

Alaska Board of Fisheries Members ~ Transmitted Vig Fax to 907-465-6094

Re:  Matanuska-Susitna Berough Manager Comments for Consideration
Upper Cook Injet Finfish Meeting February 7-19, 2020

Dear Members of the Alaska Baard of Fisheries,

Fam-writing in‘support of the efforts of our Matanugka-Susitng Earough Fish'and Wildlife Commission [FWC}
and their five proposals before the Board of Fisheries; 133,189, 215, 217, and 219. The MSBFWC has been
dealing with the decline of salmoen returns in'the Mat-5u rivers of Cook 'Inlet for decades. The low retarns of all
species of salmon, particularly Chinook, Coho, and Sockeye salmaon, have forced tha Alaska Department of Fish
and Game to declare eight northern Cook Inlet stocks as Stocks of Concern out-of 16.Stocks of Concern
statewide. The FWC's five proposals,: e.speaialiy_-las that strengthens the conservation corridor in Cookinlet,
will help restore the once vibrant fisharies that the barough has historically offered to residents and visitors.

Qur FWC has advocated for years to use genetic studies to guide reasonable management by ADF&G to return
Chincok and Sockeye safmon to their natal streams, The economic impact of salmaen returning to aur Borough
has been significant. We ask thatthe Board tonsiderthe impacts to communities in the Mat-Su where the
impact of low salmon returns on fivelthoods and economies have been severe. However, the source of the
problem reaches beyond Northern Cook Inlet, including the intercepticn of fish trying to return to their natal
streams. The mixed stocks of salmon.running up Cook Inlet reguires careful management utifizing the
precautionary principle, ahd the FWC's five pronosals encourage careful, conservative management befitting
tha situation:

1 8lso ask the Board of Fisheries to support RC #131, the Kodiak Salmon Werkgroup RC regarding Proposal 37,
The FWC has previcusly-helped ADFE&G fund eritical genetic studies in Cook Inlet, and these studies have laid
the foundation for their five proposals before vou. But more work remains to be done on genetic research, and
we hope vou give RC #131 serfous consideration inorder 1o improve.management of Cook Inlet salmon stocks.

On February 4, 2020 our Borough Sssembly unanimously approved a resolution of support for the FWC!s
proposals and for RC#131. We urge Board members to look at genetics and consider the impacts on local Mat-
Su“fish&rj&es and economies, and {ake 'an:iifm__:s.t'ba;t reduild our {iW%_mﬁin_g Qs.tﬁc!ﬁ.and'ﬁcono_my iﬁ'_i\é{}_ﬂhem Cook
Inlet. Our locatcommunities are counting on you torevitalize our historic fisheries - it takes fish to make fish.

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough thanks you for your considerstion and service,

John M, Moosey = Borough Manager * 350 F. Dalilia Avenue * Palmar, AK 00645
SOV EGLEEES < nhoumioossy@matsugov.us






