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Definition of Key Terms 

SOC Oral Report RC-3, Tab 20 

Stock of Concern:  Stock with a yield, 
management, or conservation concern. 

Management Concern: Chronic inability, 
despite management measures, to meet 
escapement goals. 

Chronic Inability: 4‒5 year period. 

Action Plan:  Board and department develop 
goals and management actions to restore stocks 
to historical productivity. 
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Stock of Concern (SOC) 
Designation Process 

SOC Oral Report RC-3, Tab 20 

What has happened: 
1-Dept reviewed escapement goals. 
2-Dept recommended SOC status. 
3-Board reviewed and adopted SOC status. 
4-Department drafted Action Plan. 
  
What will happen: 
1-Board and department will review Action Plan. 
2-Board may take regulatory action. 
3-Action Plan will be finalized by the board and 
implemented by the department. 
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McDonald Lake Sockeye Salmon  
Stock Status and Action Plan, 2018 

McDonald Lake Sockeye Salmon  
Stock Status and Action Plan, 2018 
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McDonald Lake Sockeye Salmon 
Escapement and Escapement Goals 

SOC Oral Report RC-3, Tab 20 

Stock of Concern 
2009‒2011  

Stock of Concern 
Removed 2012  
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McDonald Lake Sockeye Salmon 
Abundance and Harvest 

                  

    2014 2015 2016 2017   Average   

  Commercial 
Harvest 

46,000 65,600 26,600 8,500   36,700   
  

50% 48% 62% 26%   46% 
  

  Personal Use 
Harvest 

1,696 1,525 1,002 561   1,196   
  

2% 1% 2% 2%   2% 
  

  
Sport 

Harvest 
[ Not known—presumably very small ]     

                

  
Escapement 

43,400 70,200 15,600 24,000   38,300   
  48% 51% 36% 72%   52%   

  Total Run 
91,100 137,300 43,200 33,100   76,200   

  

100% 100% 100% 100%   100% 
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Sockeye Salmon 
Abundance 
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Sockeye Salmon Abundance 
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Skeena - Run
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2009 McDonald Lake Action Plan Areas 

SOC Oral Report RC-3, Tab 20 



McDonald Lake Action 1: 
Objective:  Reduce commercial harvest 

Option A:  Status Quo. Use EO Authority to manage 
fisheries. 

Option B:  Implement 2009 Action Plan through EO 
Authority. 

Option C:  Implement modified 2009 Action Plan 
through EO Authority. 
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McDonald Lake Action 2:  
Objective:  Reduce personal use harvest 

Option A:  Status Quo.  Maintain annual harvest 
limit of 30 sockeye salmon per household. 

Option B:  Reduce annual harvest limit to 20 
sockeye salmon per household. 
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Action 3: Sport Fisheries 
Objective:  Reduce sport harvest 

Option A: Status Quo. Use EO Authority to manage 
Sport Fishery. 

Option B:  Close sport fishery for sockeye salmon in 
McDonald Lake drainage and adjacent saltwater 
shores by regulation. 
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Conditions for Delisting or 
Reducing Restrictions 

1. Recommend delisting if escapement goal is met in 
3 consecutive years—or 4 of 6 consecutive years. 

2. Management measures could be relaxed in specific 
areas if updated information indicates areas where 
restrictions are no longer needed. 

3. Some management measures could be relaxed if 
escapements are near or above upper bound of 
escapement goal range in 2 consecutive years. 

SOC Oral Report RC-3, Tab 20 15 



2018 Alaska Board of Fisheries 
Regulatory Proposals 

• Proposal 153: Repeal the District 1 pink salmon 
management plan. 

• Proposal 154: Establish a management plan for pink 
salmon in lower Clarence Strait. 

• Proposal 169: Open Section 6-D the second Sunday 
of June to commercial fishing for salmon with drift 
gillnet gear. 

SOC Oral Report RC-3, Tab 20 16 



Ed Jones 

Chinook Salmon Research Coordinator 

ADF&G, Juneau, AK 
907-465-4417   ed.jones@alaska.gov 
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Taku, outside rearing 
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Taku, outside rearing 

Unuk, inside rearing 
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Stock 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 Lower Upper

Situk 912        475        174        329        1,187     450           1,050     

Alsek 4,992     3,357     5,697     2,504     1,740     3,500       5,300     

Chilkat 1,719     1,529     2,456     1,386     1,231     1,750       3,500     

Taku 18,002  23,532  28,850  12,000  7,000     19,000     36,000  

King Salmon 94           68           50           149        85           120           240        

Andrew 920        1,261     796        402        349        650           1,500     

Stikine 16,735  24,360  21,343  12,000  10,000  14,000     28,000  

Unuk 1,135     1,691     2,623     1,502     1,203     1,800       3,800     

Chickamin 2,223     2,499     2,693     964        722        2,150       4,275     

Blossom 987        662        642        522        240        500           1,400     

Keta 1,484     1,321     915        1,342     668        550           1,300     

Number missed 4 4 2 9 9

Percent missed 36% 36% 18% 82% 82%

Escapement goal
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Number

Stock 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 Lower Upper missed

Situk 912        475        174        329        1,187     450           1,050     2

Alsek 4,992     3,357     5,697     2,504     1,740     3,500       5,300     3

Chilkat 1,719     1,529     2,456     1,386     1,231     1,750       3,500     4

Taku 18,002  23,532  28,850  12,000  7,000     19,000     36,000  3

King Salmon 94           68           50           149        85           120           240        4

Andrew 920        1,261     796        402        349        650           1,500     2

Stikine 16,735  24,360  21,343  12,000  10,000  14,000     28,000  2

Unuk 1,135     1,691     2,623     1,502     1,203     1,800       3,800     4

Chickamin 2,223     2,499     2,693     964        722        2,150       4,275     2

Blossom 987        662        642        522        240        500           1,400     2

Keta 1,484     1,321     915        1,342     668        550           1,300     0

Number missed 4 4 2 9 9

Percent missed 36% 36% 18% 82% 82%

Escapement goal



Chilkat River 

King Salmon River 

Unuk River 
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Average

Stock Forecast Run Lower Upper

Situk 730         660         450           1,050       

Chilkat 1,030     2,830     1,750       3,500       

Taku 4,700     28,700   19,000     36,000     

Stikine 6,900     24,550   14,000     28,000     

Unuk 865         3,780     1,800       33,800     

Escapement goal
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