
PROPOSAL 7 - 5 AAC 56.122. Special provisions for the seasons, bag, possession, annual, 
and size limits, and methods and means for the Kenai Peninsula Area. Extend the fishing 
season on Anchor River, Deep Creek, Ninilchik River, Stariski Creek through November 15, as 
follows: 

All season ending dates related to the Anchor River, Deep Creek, Ninilchik River, Stariski Creek 
changed from October 31st to November 15th as the last day you can fish. Example under Deep 
Creek Drainage currently states "Closed to all fishing from November 1st-May 15th" change to 
November 16th-May 15th" 

What is the issue you would like the board to address and why?  Extend the fishing season on 
the Anchor River, Deep Creek, Ninilchik River, and Stariski Creek for other species other than 
salmon from a closing date of November 1st to November 15th. Basically extend the season 2 
weeks. The primary species targeted during this time frame are Steelhead and Dolly Varden. 
Historically the season had been open thru November 30th. The last Board cycle changed the 
season to the current regulation closing these rivers to all fishing on October 31st. The reasoning 
behind the change was to reduce pressure and stress on Steelhead during what is thought to be low 
water conditions and extremely cold tempertures during the month of November. 

To my knowledge there hasn't been any biological studies on the Lower Kenai Peninsula streams 
related to Steelhead catch and release mortality and water temperatures to support this regulation. 
The fishery is already heavily restricted single hook, no bait and 100% catch and release in addition 
to non removal of fish out of the water. In addition anglers participating in the fishery are very 
self-policing and some of the most ethical anglers you will see on Alaska waterways. Whether its 
global warming or other unknown environmental factors it has become a noticeable later freeze up 
on these rivers. In the past few seasons the month of November has been mild and conditions have 
not warranted the October 31st closure this can be supported by weather records and water 
temperatures recorded by the USGS stream gauge located on the Anchor River. Fish and Game 
would still have the authority to close the fishery by Emergency Order at any time if conditions 
warrant it. 

Additionally these stocks are not a concern of depletion/sustainability. If the department of Fish 
and Game was truely concerned about the status of Steelhead in these streams and or were 
concerned about about there vulnerability current regulations would reflect that. Historically the 
legal use of bait and multiple hooks during King Salmon season during late may and early June 
coincides with the outmigration of Steelhead to the saltwater after spawning. Incidental Steelhead 
mortality due to bait, multiple hooks, and poor catch and release tactics can run quite high during 
the King Salmon seasons due to the poor condition the Steelhead kelts are in due to spawning and 
being in the river all winter. (Should be noted that bait and multiple hooks were not allowed last 
few years by emergency order due to low King Salmon numbers, however as King Salmon rebound 
bait and multiple hooks will be allowed.) Additionally bait and multiple hooks are allowed during 
the month of August to target Silver Salmon however Steelhead are present and caught at this time 
as well. In short one day of bait fishing for King Salmon will kill more Steelhead than the 
additional 2 weeks of catch and release in November.  



Who will benefit: resident and non-resident anglers, all businesses from Girdwood to Homer 
especially those in the Anchor Pt. and Ninilchik area from an additional 2 weeks of anglers 
spending money in the communties. State of Alaska: more revenue from fishing licence sales and 
state park camping and parking fees. Kenai River anglers and fisheries will not see as much 
pressure and crowded conditions from November 1-15th due to increased opportunities elsewhere. 

Negative impacts: additional dolly varden char will be harvest in this fishery, and an unknown 
amount of Steelhead mortality will occur due to catch and release during these 2 weeks. 

If nothing is done than angler opportunity will continue to have been unnecessarily taken away 
from resident and non-resident anglers to enjoy that was not based on sound science. Local 
economies, businessses and the State of Alaska will continue to lose out on additional revenues. 
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