ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES
POLICY ON EMERGENCY PETITION PROCESS
#2000-203- BOF

The Board of Fisheries often receives petitions for emergency
changes to its regulations during times of the year when it is not meeting and no
meeting is scheduled within the next 30 days. The Alaska Administrative
Procedures Act (APA) requires that the Board shall, within 30 days of receipt of a
petition, deny the petition in writing or schedule the matter for public hearing. AS
44.62.230. 5 AAC 96.625(f) establishes criteria for acceptance or denial of an
emergency petition, but it does not establish the procedure the Board will go
through to address the petition. This policy lays out the procedure that the Board
will follow upon receipt of a petition for an emergency change to its regulations.

If the Board is in session or scheduled to meet within 30 days of
receipt of an emergency petition, the executive director will schedule the petition
for consideration by the Board on the agenda of the current or upcoming
meeting.

If the Board is not in session and is not scheduled to meet within 30
days of receipt of an emergency petition, the executive director will transmit to
each Board member a copy of the petition, a cover memo in the form attached to
this policy, and any information furnished by the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game in response to the petition. After reviewing this information, each Board
member will, on the cover memo, indicate his or her vote to deny the petition or
schedule a special meeting for Board consideration and possible adoption of the
petition, date and sign the document, and return it to the executive director as
soon as practicabie.

Pursuant to AS 16.05.310, if two or more Board members vote in
favor of a special meeting to consider the emergency petition, then the executive
director will, after consultation with the Board chair and members, schedule a
public meeting of the Board at which it will consider acceptance or denial of the
petition.

If two or more Board members do not vote in favor of a special
meeting, the petition will be considered dgnied, and the executive dlrector will
write a letter to the petfitioner indicating the : S
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