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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good morning, my name is Michelle Morris and I am the Statewide Permit Coordinator for the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. I help facilitate the processing of aquatic farm operation and transport permits as well as aquatic resource permits for research purposes. 



NEW IN 2022

• Invertebrate Enhancement Bill

• Oysters for Research 

• ‘My Farm’ Launch

• Operation Permit Breakdown

• Application Status
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Today I am going to quickly cover the changes that occurred in 2022 and give you some numbers on where we are at and where we are going. 



INVERTEBRATE ENHANCEMENT

2023 3

AN ACT RELATING TO MANAGEMENT OF 
ENHANCED STOCKS OF SHELLFISH; 
AUTHORIZING CERTAIN NONPROFIT 

ORGANIZATIONS TO ENGAGE IN SHELLFISH 
ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS

HB 41 WAS SIGNED INTO LAW OCTOBER 5, 2022

REGULATIONS ARE CURRENTLY BEING 
DEVELOPED TO DEFINE PERMITTING 

PROCESSES AND PARAMETERS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The invertebrate enhancement bill, House Bill 41, passed legislation on last session and was signed into law on October 5, 2022. This new law enables private nonprofit organizations to engage in shellfish enhancement projects for common property purposes. Regulations are currently in development to define the permitting processes and what the parameters will be regarding common property fisheries and possible cost recovery. Potential projects include crabs, sea cucumbers, pinto abalone and indigenous bivalves.



OYSTERS FOR RESEARCH
5 AAC 41.070(b) Live oysters from the Pacific Coast of North America 
may be imported, transported, or possessed for aquaculture purposes, 

including research, under a transport permit required by this chapter…
2023 4

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On September 25, 2022, F&G regulation 5 AAC 41.070(b) pertaining to importation of species was amended to include the word “research” as a reason that oysters originating from the Pacific coast may be imported into the State of Alaska. This means that any qualifying entity can apply for an aquatic resource permit for research purposes using oysters. This will be extremely helpful and beneficial to the industry by enabling organizations, who are not aquatic farms, to use oysters for a variety of research projects in Alaska.



MY FARM – ADF&G ONLINE PORTAL
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
F&G launched the new online portal called My Farm in fall of 2022. This allows all F&G operation permit holders the ability to see the details of their operation permit, view and apply for stock transport permits and aquatic stock acquisition permits using several features. Annual reports were just submitted through this new service last month for the first time, allowing operators to see previous annual report information, use drop down lists and select from issued transport permits for reporting. Operators can also create sub accounts with varying permissions that enable staff to either view or apply for and submit transport permit applications or annual reports on their behalf. I am still missing about a quarter of the 2022 annual reports that were due on January 30th, so if you need any assistance, please let me know.  Since its implementation this online service has been an extreme time saver for F&G by eliminating data entry and streamlining the permitting processes as well as supporting the operator by providing access to all their permit information. 



WHERE ARE WE AT?
BREAKDOWN OF CURRENT AQUATIC FARM AND 

HATCHERY OPERATION PERMITS
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Farm Type Number % Acres %

Shellfish Only 32 (43) 36% (49%) 321.19 (345.89) 26% (28%)

Aquatic Plant Only 24 (22) 26% (25%) 612.11 (599.06) 50% (49%)

Combination 26 (17) 30% (20%) 297.18 (270.82) 24% (22%)

Hatchery 6 (5) 7% (6%) 0.19 (0.46) 0%

88 (87) 1230.67

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Where are we at? This table shows the breakdown of aquatic farm and hatchery operation permits at the end of 2022 showing the 2021 numbers in parenthesis. At the end of 2022, there were 82 permitted aquatic farms and 6 hatcheries for a total of 1,230 acres. 32 of those were for shellfish only (meaning just oyster or clam), 24 for aquatic plants only, and the other 26 farms are permitted for a combination of multiple shellfish species, or shellfish and aquatic plants together. Here you can see that aquatic plant only farms are of a quarter of the issued permits, but they comprise half of the permitted acreage. Another interesting note is that the while the total number of farms was pretty much the same at the end of the year, there is a shift from single shellfish species operations, which used to be half of the total permits decreasing to 36%, and combination species operations increasing from 20 to 30%, showing a diversification in farm cultivation.  



WHERE ARE WE GOING?
10 YEAR APPLICATION HISTORY (2013-2022)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Has all the hype resulted in a boom? This graph shows the 10-year history of applications by type. The first aquatic farm permit for kelp was applied for and issued in 2016, 7 years ago. There had previously been a lull in aquatic farm applications since the last surge in 2005 with only 54 applications from 2006-2016. But since 2017, the number of applications has rapidly increased to a new high of 23 applications in 2022 alone, of which 16 applications were for culture of aquatic plants only. 



10 YEAR APPLICATION STATUS (2013-2022)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This graph shows the same 10 years, but by application status.  To sum up, there have been 105 applications received in the past 10 years, or 94 since the 2017 opening period. Of those applications received, 40 are now permitted, 5 were permitted but are now closed, 20 have withdrawn and 40 are still pending. Of those 40 pending, 16 are in some phase of the review process and 24 applications are waiting on the applicant to either provide additional information or insurance and bonding. So far, ADF&G has only received 1 application for the 2023 opening period which closes April 30th.As a side note, I thought I should also mention in 2022, there were 24 aquatic resource permits for research directly related to mariculture. 



THANK YOU

20
23
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Michelle Morris

Permit Coordinator

Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game

Michelle.morris2@alaska.gov

www.ADFG.Alaska.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you and I just want to say it has been great meeting farmers, researchers, and other interested folks over the past couple of days. Please come say Hi and feel free reach out to me anytime if you have any questions.

mailto:Michelle.morris2@alaska.gov
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/
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