Alaska Board of Game
P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526
(907) 465-4110
www.adfg.alaska.gov

Alaska Board of Game Committee Meeting on
Sheep Management
August 5 & 6, 2015

Atwood Conference Center, Anchorage Alaska

Meeting Summary

The Board of Game Committee on Dall sheep management met in Anchorage on
August 5 and 6, 2015 at the Atwood Building Conference Center. The committee
consists of three board members, Nate Turner, Stosh Hoffman, and Dave Brown with
Teresa Sager Albaugh appointed as an alternate. The meeting was chaired by Nate
Turner. Members Hoffman and Sager Albaugh attended the meeting in person and
Dave Brown attended via teleconference. The meeting was facilitated by Dr. Alistair
Bath, a renowned professional facilitator with expertise in resource management and
public involvement in the decision making process. Director Bruce Dale, Assistant
Director Tony Kavalok, Division of Wildlife Conservation, and James Van Lanen,
Division of Subsistence, participated in the facilitated discussion with the board
members led by Dr. Bath.

Meeting materials and background information are available on the committee meeting
website at: www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=sheepcomm.meetinginfo along with
the meeting audio excluding the breakout group discussions which were not recorded.
Meeting attendees including agency representatives and members of the public are
listed on page 3.

During both meeting days, Dr. Bath asked the committee to break into two groups to
discuss goals, issues, and concerns with sheep management in Alaska. The meeting
results of their discussions are portrayed on a series of flip charts (attachment A.)
Membership of the groups alternated for each question. Specific questions the groups
addressed included:

1. What are key issues with sheep management in Alaska.

What should the future of sheep management look like in the next thirty years?
What are the biggest obstacles and how should they be addressed?

What is working well with sheep management in Alaska?

What are the advantages and disadvantages of having a sheep working group?
What should the working group be able to do and not do?
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Following the facilitated discussion on August 6, Tom Lohuis, Dall sheep researcher
with ADF&G, provided a presentation on sheep mortality. Director Bruce Dale also
provided the committee with information on sheep management challenges and
concerns.

The committee agreed to establish a working group on Dall sheep management, which
would be reported to the Board of Game at their August 7 teleconference. The next
steps for the board committee will be to meet again to discuss the working group goals,
authorities and membership. Dr. Bath will help the committee provide invitations to
interest groups to designate representatives to serve on the committee.

Note: On August 7, 2015 the Board of Game endorsed the recommendation by the
committee to establish a working group. The committee indicated its next meeting will
be held in late October. Dr. Bath will continue interviewing interested groups and sheep
hunters to gather input. Anyone interested in speaking to him can reach him at:
abath@mun.ca or by telephone 709-864-4733.
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Meeting Attendance

Committee Members

Nate Turner, Committee Chair
Stosh Hoffman

Dave Brown

Teresa Sager Albaugh, Alternate

ADF&G Staff

Bruce Dale, ADF&G, Division of Wildlife Conservation
Tony Kavalok, ADF&G, Division of Wildlife Conservation
Lem Butler, ADF&G, Division of Wildlife Conservation
Natalie Weber, ADF&G, Division of Wildlife Conservation
Lisa Olson, ADF&G, Division of Subsistence

James Van Lanen, Division of Subsistence

Kristy Tibbles, ADF&G, Boards Support Section
Jessalynn Rintala, ADF&G, Boards Support Section

Other Agencies

Seth Beausang, Department of Law

Lt. Paul Fussey, Alaska Wildlife Troopers

Rex Laith, Alaska Wildlife Troopers

Ct. Bernard Chastain, Alaska Wildlife Troopers

George Pappas, USF&WS, Office of Subsistence Management
Suzanne Worker, USF&WS, Office of Subsistence Management
Clarence Summers, National Park Services

Public

Ted Spraker, Board of Game

Deb Moore, AK Professional Hunters Association
Thor Stacey, AK Professional Hunters Association
Mark Richards, Alaska Backcountry Hunters & Anglers
Bob Mumford

Nancy Bale

Israel Payton, Mat Valley AC

Rod Arno, Alaska Outdoor Council

Matthew Morrison

Karen Gordon
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