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PROPOSAL 1 - 5 AAC 85.045. Seasons and bag limits for moose.  Modify the 

resident season dates and quota for moose hunting in Unit 18 as follows: 

Goodnews River drainage and south to the Unit 18 boundary:  One antlered bull by state 

registration permit, open season, [AUGUST 25-SEPTEMBER 20] September 1- 

September 30, without a quota. 

Current Federal Regulation:  

 

Unit 18—Goodnews River drainage, and 

south to the Unit 18 boundary—1 antlered 

bull by State registration permit. Any 

needed closures will be announced by the 

Togiak National Wildlife Refuge Manager 

after consultation with BLM, ADF&G, and 

the Chair of the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta 

Subsistence Regional Advisory Council. 

Aug. 25–Sept. 20 

 

 

Is a similar issue being addressed by the Federal Subsistence Board?  No 

 

Impact to Federal subsistence users/wildlife: The longer season would provide 

additional time for subsistence users to hunt moose. A lack of a quota for this hunt could 

be detrimental to the small moose population by allowing over harvest of the resource. 

 

Federal Position /Recommended Action: The OSM recommendation is to support 

with modification, to amend the quota to ―up to 20 bulls‖. 

 

Rationale:  The residents of Goodnews Bay and Platinum have worked cooperatively 

with the Togiak National Wildlife Refuge and Alaska Department of Fish and Game in 

promoting the growth of the moose population in the affected area.  Indeed, the moose 

population increased from only 2 in 2002 to at least 142 by March 2009.  The requested 

season change will allow moose hunters five extra days (30 days total) to hunt.  Hunter 

success may improve as bull moose become less wary in late September. However, this 

change should not affect the moose population, as much of the area is inaccessible and 

the hunt can be closed if the quota or harvest objective is met before the end of the open 

season.  The ―up to 20 bulls‖ language would allow managers the flexibility to adjust the 

quota if the moose population increases. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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PROPOSAL 2 - 5 AAC 85.045. Hunting seasons and bag limits for moose.  Lengthen 

the season dates for resident moose hunting in Unit 18 as follows: 

Unit 18, residents only, one antlered bull, September 1-20[10] 

 

Current Federal Regulation:  

 

Unit 18, that portion east of a line from the 

mouth of the Isahkowik River to the closet 

point of Dall Lake, then to the easternmost 

point of Takslesluk Lake, then along the 

Kuskokwim River Drainage boundary to 

the Unit 18 boarder and north of (and 

including) the Eek River Drainage.  

Federal public lands are closed to the 

hunting of moose by all users. 

No Federal open season. 

 

Is a similar issue being addressed by the Federal Subsistence Board?  No, however a 

proposal to establish community harvest limits in the Kuskokwim portion of Unit 18 will 

be considered by the Federal Subsistence Board at its May 2010 meeting.  

 

Impact to Federal subsistence users/wildlife: The longer season would provide 

additional time for subsistence users in the region to hunt moose. 

 

Federal Position /Recommended Action:  The OSM recommendation is neutral on the 

proposal as there is currently no Federal season in the area and Federal public lands are 

closed to the hunting of moose by all users.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

PROPOSAL 3 - 5 AAC 85.045. Hunting seasons and bag limits for moose.  Open a 

winter moose season for residents in Unit 18 as follows: 

Unit 18, residents only, one bull only, January 1-5, 2010. 

 

Current Federal Regulation:  

 

Unit 18, that portion east of a line from the 

mouth of the Isahkowik River to the closet 

point of Dall Lake, then to the easternmost 

point of Takslesluk Lake, then along the 

Kuskokwim River Drainage boundary to 

the Unit 18 boarder and north of (and 

including) the Eek River Drainage.  

Federal public lands are closed to the 

No Federal open season. 
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hunting of moose by all users. 

 

Is a similar issue being addressed by the Federal Subsistence Board?  No, however a 

proposal to establish community harvest limits in the Kuskokwim portion of Unit 18 will 

be considered by the Federal Subsistence Board at its May 2010 meeting. 

 

Impact to Federal subsistence users/wildlife: The winter season would provide 

additional time for subsistence users to hunt moose when conditions are more favorable 

for snowmachine access. 

 

Federal Position /Recommended Action: The OSM recommendation is neutral on the 

proposal as there is currently no Federal season in the area and Federal public lands are 

closed to the hunting of moose by all users.   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

PROPOSAL 4 - 5 AAC 85.045 (a) (16) Hunting seasons and bag limits for moose. 

Change the hunt area boundary for the registration permit hunt for the Kuskokwim River 

moose population in Unit 18, as follows: 

 

 Resident 

 Open Season 

 (Subsistence and Nonresident 

Units and Bag Limits General Hunts) Open Season 
 

   (16) 

 

Unit 18 Kuskokwim Area, that portion 

easterly of a line from the mouth of the 

Ishkowik River to the closest point of Dall Lake 

then to the easternmost point of Takslesluk Lake  

then to Kalgsik Lake and south and east of  

the north bank of the Johnson River upstream  

to the north shore of Arhymot Lake  
[THEN ALONG THE KUSKOKWIM  

RIVER DRAINAGE BOUNDARY]  

to the Unit 18 border and north of and  

including the Eek River drainage 

 

1 antlered bull by registration Sept. 1 - Sept. 10 No open season. 

permit only 

 

… 

 

Remainder of Unit 18 
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1 antlered bull per regulatory year Aug. 10 - Sept. 30 Sept. 1 - Sept. 30 

 Dec. 20 - Jan. 10 

 

Current Federal Regulation:  

 

Unit 18, that portion east of a line from the 

mouth of the Ishkowik River to the closest 

point of Dall Lake, then to the easternmost 

point of Takslesluk Lake, then along the 

Kuskokwim River drainage boundary to 

the Unit 18 border and north of (and 

including) the Eek River drainage.  

 

Federal public lands are closed to the 

hunting of moose by all users. 

No Federal open season. 

 

Is a similar issue being addressed by the Federal Subsistence Board?  Yes, a similar 

proposal to make the same boundary changes has been submitted to the Federal 

Subsistence Board. 

 

Impact to Federal subsistence users/wildlife: The change in hunt area would redefine 

portions of the western boundary to the north bank of the Johnson River at Kalgsik Lake 

and then along the north bank of the river upstream to the Unit 18/19 boundary line in the 

area between Kalskag and Paimiut. These changes make the hunt area more discernable 

to subsistence hunters in the field in an area where geographic landmarks are often 

confusing.  This change would also help to separate the management of the Kuskokwim 

and Yukon moose stocks. 

 

Federal Position /Recommended Action: The OSM recommendation is neutral on the 

proposal.  However, if the BOG adopts this proposal it is likely that OSM will 

recommend that the Federal Subsistence Board support the proposal submitted this 

regulatory cycle.  

 

Rationale: If the Board supports this proposal, the geographic descriptions for hunt areas 

in the Unit would differ between the State and Federal regulations. However a similar 

proposal will be considered by the Federal Subsistence Board in May 2010.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

PROPOSAL 5 - 5 AAC 85.045(a)(16) Hunting seasons and bag limits for moose.  

Change the hunt area boundary and extend the season for moose hunting in the Lower 

Yukon Area of Game Management Unit 18, as follows: 

 

 Resident 

 Open Season 

 (Subsistence and Nonresident 
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Units and Bag Limits General Hunts) Open Season 
 

   (16)  

 

… 

 

Unit 18 Lower Yukon Area,  

that portion north and west  

of the Kashunuk River including 

the north bank from the mouth  

of the river upstream to the old  

village of Chakaktolik, west of a  

line from Chakaktolik to  

Mountain Village,  
[OF A LINE FROM CAPE 

ROMANZOF TO KUSILVAK MT. TO 

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE] and exclud- 

ing all Yukon River drainages 

upriver from Mountain Village. 

[HOWEVER, PORTIONS OF THIS 

AREA MAY BE CLOSED BY 

EMERGENCY ORDER TO THE  

TAKING OF CALVES] 

 

1 antlered bull; or Aug. 10 - Sept. 30 Sept. 1 - Sept. 30 

1 moose Dec. 20 – Feb. 28 [JAN. 20] 

 

Remainder of Unit 18 

 

1 antlered bull per regulatory year Aug. 10 - Sept. 30 Sept. 1 - Sept. 30 

 Dec. 20 - Jan. 10 

 

 

Current Federal Regulation:  

 

Unit 18, that portion north and west of a 

line from Cape Romanzof to Kusilvak 

Mountain to Mountain Village, and 

excluding all Yukon Riverdrainages 

upriver from Mountain Village—1 antlered 

bull 

 

Aug. 10–Sept. 30 

Unit 18, that portion north and west of a 

line from Cape Romanzof to Kusilvak 

Mountain to Mountain Village, and 

excluding all Yukon River drainages 

Dec. 20–Jan. 20 
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upriver from Mountain Village—1 moose. 

The Yukon Delta National Wildlife Refuge 

Manager may restrict the harvest to only 

antlered bulls after consultation with the 

ADF&G. 

 

Is a similar issue being addressed by the Federal Subsistence Board?  Yes, a similar 

proposal to make the same boundary changes has been submitted to the Federal 

Subsistence Board.   

 

Impact to Federal subsistence users/wildlife:  

The current southern boundary of the Lower Yukon hunt area is defined as a line from 

Cape Romanzof to Kuzilvak Mountain to the community of Mountain Village and this 

line crosses broad zones of featureless terrain. It is difficult for subsistence hunters and 

law enforcement to determine the geographic area included in the hunt area. A hunt area 

boundary that is more easily identifiable by subsistence hunters in the field would be 

beneficial. 

 

Federal Position /Recommended Action: The OSM recommendation is neutral on the 

proposal. 

 

Rationale: If the Board supports this proposal, the geographic descriptions for hunt areas 

in the Unit would differ between the State and Federal regulations. However a similar 

proposal will be considered by the Federal Subsistence Board in May 2010.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

PROPOSAL 21 - 5 AAC 92.540(9)(A)(ii). Controlled use areas.  Lengthen the aircraft 

closure dates in the Noatak Controlled Use area as follows: 

 

The Noatak Controlled Use Area is closed for the period August 15 - September 30 

[AUGUST 25 – SEPTEMBER 15] to the use of aircraft in any manner either for hunting 

of ungulates, bear, wolf, or wolverine or for transportation of hunters or parts of 

ungulates, bear, wolf, or wolverine except by regularly scheduled flights to communities 

by carriers that normally provides scheduled air service.  The Noatak Controlled Use 

Area consists of that portion of Unit 23 in a corridor extending five miles on either side 

of the Noatak River beginning at the mouth of the river and extending upstream to the 

mouth of Sapun Creek.  

 

Federal Position /Recommended Action: Refer to comments for Proposal 22. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

PROPOSAL 22 - 5 AAC 92.540(9)(A)(ii). Controlled use areas.  Lengthen the aircraft 

closure period in the Noatak Controlled Use Area as follows: 
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(A)  the Noatak Controlled Use Area: 

… 

(ii) the area is closed from August 15 [25] through September 30 [15] to the use of 

aircraft in any manner for big game hunting, including transportation of big game 

hunters, their hunting gear, or parts of big game; however, this provision does not apply 

to the transportation of big game hunters, their hunting gear, or parts of big game to and 

between publicly owned airports; 

 

Current Federal Regulation:  

 

The Noatak Controlled Use Area is closed for the period Aug. 25–Sept. 15 to the use of 

aircraft in any manner either for hunting of an ungulate, bear, wolf, or wolverine, or for 

transportation of hunters or harvested species. This does not apply to the transportation of 

hunters or parts of ungulate, bear, wolf, or wolverine by regularly scheduled flights to 

communities by carriers that normally provide scheduled air service. The Noatak 

Controlled Use Area consists of that portion of Unit 23 in a corridor extending five miles 

on either side of the Noatak River beginning at the mouth of the Noatak River, and 

extending upstream to the mouth of Sapun Creek. 

 

Is a similar issue being addressed by the Federal Subsistence Board?  Yes. The 

Board has received several proposals addressing this issue during the current call for 

proposals.  

 

Impact to Federal subsistence users/wildlife: Subsistence hunters who reside in 

Kotzebue and Noatak will have less competition along the main stem of the Noatak River 

from commercial operators, their clients, and general hunters who access hunting areas 

via airplanes 

 

Federal Position /Recommended Action:  The OSM recommendation is to support the 

proposal. 

 

Rationale:  This proposal was developed through consensus by the Unit 23 User Conflict 

Working group which includes representatives of Unit 23 Advisory Committees and 

Regional Advisory Councils, guides, transporters, federal and state agencies, tribal 

government, native corporations, and the Northwest Arctic Borough and helps to address 

concerns that OSM has received from Federal subsistence users regarding competition 

with non-Federally qualified subsistence users in the area.    

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PROPOSAL 25 - 5 AAC 85.025. Hunting seasons and bag limits for caribou.  

Increase the nonresident bag limit for caribou in Unit 23 as follows: 

 

Nonresidents can shoot 2 [1] caribou bulls per season in Unit 23. 

 

Current Federal Regulation:   
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15 caribou per day; however, cow caribou 

may not be taken May 16–June 30 
July 1–June 30 

 

Is a similar issue being addressed by the Federal Subsistence Board?  No 

 

Impact to Federal subsistence users/wildlife: If an increased bag limit is approved it 

could cause further user conflicts in the region and result in more cases of wonton waste.   

 

Federal Position /Recommended Action: The OSM recommendation is to follow the 

recommendations of the Unit 23 User Conflict working Group in acting on this proposal.   

 

Rationale:  This proposal should be vetted through the Unit 23 User Conflict Working 

Group which includes representatives of Unit 23 Advisory Committees and Regional 

Advisory Councils, guides, transporters, federal and state agencies, tribal government, 

native corporations, and the Northwest Arctic Borough prior to the Board taking any 

action to increase harvest limits for caribou in the region.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PROPOSAL 26 - 5 AAC 85.025. Hunting seasons and bag limits for caribou.  

Increase the nonresident bag limit for caribou in Unit 23 as follows: 

 

Unit 23 caribou bag limit for nonresidents and aliens, 5 [1] caribou total.  

Or, the limit could be raised from 1 to 5 caribou in areas designated as "remote" areas of 

Unit 23.  "Remote" might be defined as areas not customarily accessible by boat or foot. 

 

Federal Position /Recommended Action: Refer to comments for Proposal 25. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

PROPOSAL 27 - 5 AAC 85.025. Hunting seasons and bag limits for caribou. 

Increase the nonresident bag limit for caribou in Unit 23 as follows: 

 

Unit 23 caribou bag limit for nonresidents, 5 [1] caribou total. 

Or, Unit 23 caribou bag limit for nonresidents, 2 [1] caribou total. 

 

Federal Position /Recommended Action: Refer to comments for Proposal 25. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

PROPOSAL 28 - 5 AAC 85.025. Hunting seasons and bag limits for caribou. 

Increase the nonresident bag limit for caribou in Unit 23 as follows: 

 

Unit 23, caribou bag limit for nonresidents, 5 [1] caribou total (1
st
 option).   

Unit 23, caribou limit for nonresidents, 2 [1] caribou total (2
nd

 option). 
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Federal Position /Recommended Action:  Refer to comments for Proposal 25. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PROPOSAL 35 - 5 AAC 99.025.  Customary and traditional uses of game 

populations:  Revise the Amount Necessary for Subsistence for moose in Units 18, 19 

and 21.   

 

The Alaska Board of Game is requested to review the existing Amount Necessary for 

Subsistence (ANS) for moose for Units 18, 19 and 21, based upon the amounts needed 

for all the communities in this area.   

 

The current ANS for moose in these Units are: 

 

  Unit 18     80 - 100 

 

  Unit 19, that portion outside of   400 - 700, including 175 -225 in Unit 19(A) 

  the Lime Village Management Area  and 20 - 24 in Unit 19(B)  

  

  Unit 19, that portion within the  30 - 40 

  the Lime Village Management Area  

  Unit 21     600-800 

Is a similar issue being addressed by the Federal Subsistence Board?  No 

 

Federal Position /Recommended Action: The OSM recommendation is neutral on this 

proposal. 

 

Rationale:  The Federal Subsistence Management Program does not use Amounts 

Necessary for Subsistence (ANS).  However, the Federal Management Program 

recommends that the Alaska Board of Game utilize the best available information when 

making these findings, as they have significant bearing on subsistence users.  The OSM 

has recently contracted for a study of big game harvests to be done in nine Unit 18 

communities; it is anticipated that these data (expected due date of February 2011) will 

be  useful in developing an understanding of rural users harvests.   
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BOG Arctic and Western Regions 

 Proposal Comments – Fall 2009 
 

 

Proposal 9 – 5 AAC 92.085(8)(D) Unlawful methods of taking big game; exceptions 

 

OPPOSE 

 

Hunting opportunity for caribou in Unit 22 is not limited by lack of access, as this 

proposal states. If this proposal were to pass, both resident and non-resident hunters 

would be able to land and shoot caribou during the fall season the same day they have 

been airborne.  

 

We can find no reasonable justification to allow such a practice.  

 

 

Proposal 34 – 5 AAC 92.990 (17) Modify definition of edible meat 

 

OPPOSE 

 

We strongly oppose passage of this proposal. 

 

It would allow unethical resident and non-resident hunters to skirt the intent of Alaska’s 

wanton waste law and incompletely salvage the meat of a big game animal by falsely 

claiming it was somehow diseased. 

 

It would prevent adequate enforcement of Alaska’s wanton waste law. Alaska Wildlife 

Troopers does not have the enforcement personnel or funding to investigate and prove 

claims of animals not harvested due to disease.  

 

Ethical hunters, who indeed would normally salvage all the edible meat according to the 

current definition, could be confused (if this proposal were to pass) as to what is truly a 

disease that would make an animal inedible or pose a risk to humans, resulting in an 

increase of wanton waste of game meat. 

 

Passage of this proposal could lead to a statewide definition of edible meat that would 

only compound the above concerns. 

 

AK BHA understands that there are instances where diseased game animals are taken, 

and that there are some diseases that, while not prevalent, can and do pose a risk to 

humans. However, most diseases found in game animals don’t pose a risk to humans, and 
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for most of those that do, humans can prevent or eliminate that risk using simple 

protections like wearing gloves when butchering, and thoroughly cooking the meat. 

 

The taenia krabbei muscle cysts pictured below can be common in caribou and moose 

populations. They do not pose a risk to humans, and the meat from animals with this 

“disease” can be eaten dried or uncooked. 

 

Sometimes, hunters who see these muscle 

tapeworm cysts incorrectly deem the meat unfit 

for human consumption, and if this proposal 

were to pass it would essentially legalize 

wanton waste of meat that commonly contains 

the taenia krabbei cysts. 

                
                            ADFG Photo 

 

 

Where there are genuine cases of wildlife with a disease such as brucellosis, that can 

indeed pose a risk to humans, the solution doesn’t lie in a blanket allowance to leave all 

the meat in the field; the solution lies in educating hunters how to gauge if an animal 

may be diseased before shooting, and how to protect themselves and their families 

after the fact if they do shoot a diseased animal. 

 

AK BHA is frankly skeptical with the wording of this proposal by the Arctic Advisory 

Committee that alludes that common-sense protections from a wide array of wildlife 

diseases (such as Trichinella and Tularemia), such as wearing protective gloves or 

cooking meat thoroughly, are not real options among the subsistence hunters in northwest 

Alaska.  

 

Bear meat is known to commonly have the trichinella spiralis roundworm, and thanks to 

education efforts most all hunters know that bear meat must be thoroughly cooked to 

render it completely safe for human consumption. This proposal, if passed, would make it 

legal to just leave all bear meat because it is “diseased,” based not on the premise that 

some hunters can’t protect themselves, but because those hunters won’t take adequate 

precautions when cooking bear meat.   

 

Finally, we want to also address the issue brought up in this proposal of shooting animals 

because they are believed to be diseased, under the premise of either a “mercy” killing or 

to prevent spread of that disease. It seems there are contrary arguments within this 

proposal. On the one hand, this proposal seems to argue that it is difficult if not 

impossible to always tell if a caribou is diseased, and such a thing is only determined 

upon butchering. On the other hand, this proposal argues that it is often easy to determine 

diseased caribou and that tradition dictates those animals should be killed and left there 

completely unsalvaged. What is the real truth here? 

 

This proposal from the Arctic Advisory Committee goes against everything we believe 

hunting should stand for, and if passed would not only lead to all the negative 
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consequences listed earlier, but would further a divide within Alaska among groups of 

hunters. In the words of Selawik elder Daniel Sipahk Foster Sr., “You don’t play with any 

of the animals. You don’t kill them and leave them. You must get only what you need.” 

 

We all must support and adhere to the basic credo of what hunting is really about, and our 

laws regarding wanton waste must apply to all hunters statewide.  

 

 

Alaska Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 

alaskabha@starband.net 
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