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I n f o r m a t i o n  P a c k e t  
 

July 27, 2012 
 
LOWER KUSKOKWIM RIVER INSEASON REPORTS: 
Orutsararmiut Native Council (ONC) 
Kuskokwim River Inseason Subsistence Catch Monitoring Report 
 
Date July 15, 2011 
 
Fishing reports from July 10 – July 14, 2011. 

Families 
Surveyed 

Families 
Fishing 

Using 
Driftnets 

Using 
Setnets 

Both 
 

Gillnets 
More than 6” 

mesh 

Gillnets  
6” mesh 
or less 

Both 
 

Rod & 
Reel 

 

67 31 20 3 8 25 2 3 1 

 
Compared with this time in a normal year, how are catch rates for salmon this week? 

Chinook Chum Sockeye 
Very 
Good 

Normal Poor Very Good Normal Poor Very Good Normal Poor 

0 8 23 18 8 5 11 11 9 

 
Does the salmon run appear to be running early, late, or normal? 

Chinook Chum Sockeye 
Early Normal Late Early Normal Late Early Normal Late 

0 9 20 0 22 8 0 16 15 

 
Comments:  For the week of July 15th the ONC Subsistence crew worked hard to obtain final subsistence 
reports from all families interviewed this year, and had much success. There was a concern for low 
Sockeye catch rates on Steamboat Slough, where in previous years the run strength would be at its 
strongest peak this week.  Families who mainly rely on sockeye to obtain harvest goals though Steamboat 
Slough gave a suggestion to ask ADF&G to investigate the possibility of a leakage in the barges that would 
prevent sockeye from running through the slough. As for our families, many of them had reported 
successfully reaching subsistence needs by utilizing chum and sockeye, but there were no reports of 
Chinook harvest goals being met.  
 
67 families were surveyed this week for the inseason subsistence monitoring program.  31(46%) of the 
families were fishing this week. 2 out of the 31 families this week reported having to borrow nets from 
friends or family members.  6 (8%) families said they did not fish this week or will not be subsistence 
fishing this year.  30 (44%) of the families reported that they were done fishing.  Three families lost 
salmon due to spoilage from the wet weather and 9 families were smoking the last of their drying racks 
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while waiting for the Coho run. We also had reports of 2 families that had mainly used Bethel Test Fish to 
obtain their harvest goals this year.  
 
Out of the 31 families fishing, 20 (64%) families reported using drift nets. 3 (9%) family reported using set 
nets. 8 (25%) family reported using both. 1 (3%) family reported starting to go rod and reel fishing for 
freezer fish. 2 (40%) families fishing used gill nets greater than 6-inch mesh. 25 (80%) families reported 
using 6-inch mesh or less.  3 (9%) families reported using both. 1 (3%) family reported using rod and reel 
with no success. 
 
Chinook:  
Catch rate: Of the 31 families fishing this week, 0 families reported the Chinook catch as very good, 8 
(25%) families reported the catch as normal, 23 (74%) families reported it as poor. Chinook catches 
slowed down to completely zero at the end of this week’s survey. 
 
Run timing: 0 families reported the run as early, 9 (29%) families reported the run timing as normal for 
this time of year, and 20 (64%) families reported the run to be late overall this year. 2 (6%) families did 
not comment on run timing for this week.   
 
Harvest Goals: 0 families interviewed this week reported meeting harvest goals. All of our families 
interviewed reported being done fishing for Chinook and did not meet their harvest goals for Chinook this 
year. Half of our current fishing families are still trying to make up for the Chinook harvests by targeting 
Coho, because they are more similar to Chinook than chum or sockeye.  
 
Chum:   
Catch Rate: Of the 31 families fishing this week, 18 (58%) families reported their catch rates as good.   8 
(25%) of the families reported their catches as normal. 5 (16%) families reported their chum catches as 
poor. It should be noted that at the beginning of this week’s survey reports of the families who practice 
one-minute drifts were only catching average of 2 or were skunked completely. Compared to last year’s 
one-minute drifts by this time of the week, people’s nets were overwhelming with Chum. Then toward the 
end of this weeks’ survey those same families reported an unusual high spike in spawning colored chum. 
 
Run timing: 0 families reported the run return as early.  22 (70%) families reported the salmon run 
timing as normal. 8 (25%) families reported the run to be late.   1 (3%) family was not able to comment. 
 
Harvest Goals: All families interviewed this year met their needs subsistence needs for chum, except the 
few families that lost their fish to spoilage due to wet weather conditions.  
 
Sockeye:   
Catch Rate: Of the 31 families fishing this week, 11 (35%) families reported good catch rates. 11 (35 %) 
families reported their catches as normal. 9 (29%) families reported their sockeye catches as poor.  Many 
fishers reported that sockeye catch rated decreased about the same time as chum catch rates, and neither 
improved for the rest of the week.  
 
Run timing: 0 families reported the run return as early. 16 (51%) families reported run timing as normal. 
15 (49%) families reported the run to be late compared to previous years. 
 
Harvest Goals: All of our families reported being happy with the amount of sockeye that they had caught 
this year, but hoped for a little bit more sockeye to make up for less Chinook harvests. Overall, this year’s 
sockeye run has been reported to be looking healthier and larger in size than previous years. A few of our 
families also reported that the eggs appeared to be larger in size like Chinook eggs, possibility because 
they were headed to nearby tributaries to spawn.  
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Coho: For this week’s survey reports, there has been some Coho that have been caught, but not as much 
as last year. Our families reported that they usually start arriving around this time of the year. They hoped 
to see a higher catch rate later in the week, but believe the run timing to be late. Some of our families 
who subsistence rod and reel usually catch a few Coho by now, but they have reported zero success and 
zero sign of coho activity in usual fishing grounds. Many of our families will be utilizing Coho to make up 
for the loss in Chinook harvest this year, and other families are going to stick with their usual harvest 
amounts for freezing and jarring.  
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OVERVIEW OF KUSKOKWIM RIVER SALMON RUN ASSSSMENT PROJECTS  
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Chinook Salmon Cumulative CPUE Index, Bethel Test Fishery 
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Chum Salmon Cumulative CPUE Index, Bethel Test Fishery 
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Sockeye Salmon Cumulative CPUE Index, Bethel Test Fishery 
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Coho Salmon Cumulative CPUE Index, Bethel Test Fishery  
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ESCAPEMENT MONITORING 
 
Status of Salmon Assessment Projects as of July 27, 2012 
 

• Kwethluk River weir: Out of operation on July 23rd due to high water. 
• Salmon River weir: Partial day operations throughout the last week due to high water. 
• Kogrukluk River weir: Not operating.  Reinstall in progress and should be back in 

operation by July 30th. 
• All remaining weirs have maintained full operation. 

 
Footnotes for tables: 
 

• (*) – Indicates a non-operational day. 
• (**) – Indicates a partial day of operating. 
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Chinook Salmon (continued) 
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Chinook Salmon (continued) 
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Chum Salmon  
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Chum Salmon (continued) 
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Chum Salmon (continued) 

 
  



18 
 

Sockeye Salmon  
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COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT: 
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