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DEPARTIIENT Or. FISII AND G.,r TfE

AprlL 27, 1979
l'ls . Norna Coleman .

Lands Manager
Matanuska-Susi tna Borough, Inc,
P. O. Box B
Palrner, Alaska 99645

Dear Norma:

Thls letter is prompted by the
Stephan Lake. Specificatly I

Ii{A0F /I{LAI
JAf S. HANHOfiD, aOVEEIIOE

ROX tgt - PAtt EA 99At5

future !.re envislon
hurnan population rvill
lake in its entirety,
be possible if

proposed sale of a parcel of borough land on
am referrlng to the 4.71 acre tract that links thenorEh basin of the lake with the southern basin (T16N, R4W, Sec. 14, parcel ll),You may recall that in 1965 the Department of rish and cane identified this parcel(RUA 26707) as a potential pubric interest area. our request ro retaln ttre parcelor a portlon of the parcel in publlc ownership, however, was not acknowledged bythe state Divislon of Lands when the tracL r,ras conveyed to the Matanuska susitnaBorough.

with the parcel about to be transferred to private hands r would rike, perhaps forthe last time' to explain our rnterest rn this rand, Between the parcet in questionand GovernmenL Lot 12 lies a shallow marshy channel that connects ihe two basinsof stephan Lake. During nost lake revels this channer is not readily navigableby boat' i.e., it is shallow and choked wirh debrls. At least durlni high warerfish can move betveen the lake basins and, in fact, also migrate frorn the southernbasln up a snaLl stream to nearby Anna Lake. Both Anna and stephan Lakes supporrsizeable populations of rainbow trout and juvenlle coho salmon. Ailult trout thatreside in A'na and the southern basin of stephan Lake must move through the channefin questlon to arriye at spawning grounds located 1n the outlet of stlphan Lake.

As human development in and around the lake increases in thegreater demands on the 1akers aquatic resources, An enlargedlikely result in the public wishing to use the surface of iheFull use of Stephan Lake as a single unit r.ri1J., of course, notaccess is denied between the two fake basins.

rt was our original intent r,rhen we fileil the R,u,A. to retain a public use ,,link,,
between the two basins- As the need becanre app-rent it wourd have been possibr-eto dredge and/or blast a smal1 navigable crrannet between the basins. such a channelwould aLlow full public use of the entlre lake surface and in turn would a.lso beadvantageous to the fishes of the 1ake. An "a11 weather" water crrridor wourdaLlo' the fish to use all available habitats regardress of seasonal fluctuationsin lake surface 1eve1s. rnproved use of the entire lake would, of course, betterenable the trout to rstand upr to the pressures of an expandini hrrna., popuration.

Before this parcer ls sord rve vourd urge that the Borough consider recaining a cor-ridor between the t\,ro basins. such a retention would seem to be consistent withResolutlon 78-140' and rn our opinion, would serve the public interest rDore appro-pri.ately than disposaL of the entire parcel. The right-of-r^ray or corridor shouldbe at feast 100 feet wrde and could bL confined to the southeasr portion of thetract.



Ms. Norma Coleman

Your consideration of
regarding this mat ter

-2- April 27,

this request will be appreciated. If
please do not hesitate to contact me.

1979

you have any questions

Slncerely,

., I
J4/v4,4'oll
Larry J. Eng
Area Fishery
Phone 745-31

el
Biol-ogist

78 or 7 45-4246



Au' i )fPART,ttE]tI ,0f FtSfl Aill,
DIVISION OF SPORI. FISH

I.AI(E SURYEY SUTTARY

uap ner. Anch B-8 r 16N n 4l,1l

raxr Stephan (852)

s 14 Lrr. 6l "23 ' loNc.I49056'

roc. tfl South Big Lake sunr. rLrv. .l0l

,llT'^!i-'l,^;Hr"ux.otprnl4'lvG.oelllNntcomptrtpdAcREFT.Nnt.nmP|lte.|
sHoAt aREA IUU% waren Coton light hrown sEccHl READTNG_
AQUATIC VEGE]ATION-

2. FtsH spEctEs: ruarrve RR, SS, SB, INS |NTRoDUCED_

3. FrsHrNG Hrsronv Good RB fishlng and good lce fishing fo

4.

5.

INVERTEBRATES

ISCHARGE Intennittant fl ow

BARRIERS

6. OUTLETS

SPAWNING AREAS7.

outrrs Outlet is Goose Creek. drains to Goose Bav orscnance Unknown __ch
uooo,r* Low water 

-DIScHARGE-cfs

spawNrNc rnrrs In outlet stream when flow is sufficient.

8. WATERSHED anea Unknown a6p55

g.ACCESStEllrrV

ro. AccEss srarus RUA # 26702

II. USE SIIE acrLrnrs No public !! faci lities
rz. ornen use Surmer resi dential

13_ p611u11gN None

I4. REMARKS

oare June I95iR. Andrews
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