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Studies of shorebirds using rocky intertidal habitats of Prince William Sound (PWS) 
during spring migration were undertaken in response to the Exxon Valdez oil $pill. 
Surfbirds (Aphriza virgata) and Black Tumstones (Arenaria melanocephala) were the 
most numerous species. More than 25,000 were counted on northern Montague Island 
in the first week of May 1989. Flocks of this magnitude have never been reported for 
these Beringian shorebird species. PWS appears to provide a unique spring staging 
area. Both species fed heavily on herring (Ciupea harengus) roe in the intertidal zone. 
In addition to roe, Surfbirds fed primarily on mussels; and Black Turnstones fed on 
barnacles. Preliminary data indicated Surfbirds accumulated considerable fat deposits 
during their stopover in PWS. 
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